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The “Supreme” Surprise 

by Harold Londer

The United States Supreme Court has had a unique composition over the past several years. For 
most of its history, the majority of justices were Protestant. However, in the current court, three of 
nine justices are Jewish (Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Elena Kagan and Stephen Breyer) and six justices 
were Catholic until Justice Scalia’s death (Clarence Thomas, Anthony Kennedy, Sonia Sotomayor, 
John Roberts, Samuel Alito and Antonin Scalia). Given the increasing prominence of evangelical 
and conservative movements, I am surprised this has not been more widely discussed.  

The acceptance by the American public that one third of the members of its highest court are 
Jewish is not necessarily a sign that anti-semitism has disappeared, but it suggests that the 
majority of our citizens do believe in freedom of religion. The Supreme Court is not the only place where connections to 
Judaism are found among our leadership. Bill and Hillary Clinton’s daughter, Chelsea, married a Jewish man (Marc 
Mezvinsky) with a liberal Jewish rabbi co-officiant. Not surprisingly, when daughter/grandaughter Charlotte Clinton 
Mezvinsky was born, the Orthodox Jewish press (based on maternal lineage of Judaism) wrote that Chelsea gave birth to a 
non-Jewish girl. It appears her Jewishness is more accepted  by the American public than by Orthodox Jewry. 

Donald Trump’s daughter, Ivanka, is also married to a Jew, Jared Kushner. Ivanka was born and raised Presbyterian, but 
converted to Judaism in 2008. Her husband, Jared, is a real estate mogul with a net worth of over $200 million. Jared is the 
son of Charles Kushner, also a real estate mogul. Certainly a lot of mogul talk around their dinner table!!  (Mogul sounds 
Jewish to me but it is of Persian origin). 

And then there is Bernie Sanders. His parents were Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe. His father’s family was wiped 
out in the Holocaust. Bernie is open and honest that he is not a religious person. He grew up in an environment of liberal 
Jewish activism. After attending the University of Chicago, he lived briefly in Israel on a kibbutz. On Jimmy Kimmel Live, 
Kimmel asked Bernie, “Do you believe in God?” Bernie replied, “I am who I am, and what I believe and what my 
spirituality's about is that we are all in this together … I think it is not a good thing to turn our backs on the suffering of 
other people … you know that is not (only) Judaism. This is what Pope Francis is talking about.” Bernie finished, “So, 
essentially I think we do our best as human beings, we fulfill our lives when we work together.” Sounds to me like a 
Humanistic Jew. 

Justice Antonin Scalia passed away recently. He was more open about his religion than other members of the high court. 
He stated, “Intellectuals have to be fools for Christ and be able to say that some things aren’t about being intellectual … 

they are  about faith.” Despite opposition, President Obama has nominated Merrick 
Garland to serve as an Associate Justice of the Supreme court to fill the vacancy created 
by the death of Justice Scalia. Though not well publicized, Judge Garland is Jewish and 
belongs to a reform temple in Washington, D.C. 

Jews are 2% of the U.S. population. If Garland is confirmed, Jews will be 44% of U.S. 
Supreme court justices!! If the Republicans are successful in blocking this nomination,   
it will be fascinating to see who President Sanders selects. 
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A week after Or Emet’s annual meeting this year is the holiday 
of Shavuot. This is not a holiday met with great fanfare among 
most Jews in the diaspora, let alone secular humanistic Jews 
like ourselves. After all, it typically falls in the midst of spring 
and summer, when many of us are focused on being outside in 
the sun, and our children are near the close of their school 
year. Compared to other more well known Jewish springtime 
holidays, it lacks the same family gathering and social justice 
resonance as Passover, and is not nearly as boisterous as Purim. 

But as we were reading up on this holiday that begins at sundown on Saturday, June 11th and 
ends at sunset on Monday the 13th, we were struck by how much Secular Humanistic Judaism 
relates to Shavuot’s broader themes.  As background (thank you, Wikipedia), this holiday falls 
on the sixth day of the month of Sivan, marking explicitly the wheat harvest in Israel and 
implicitly when the Israelites received the Torah.  As part of the celebration, the Book of Ruth 
is read, and woven within this book are themes around Hesed, or loving-kindness. 

With Shavuot, then, we have the triangulation of celebrating food, study, and kindness.  All 
three of these are significant aspects of not just Secular Humanistic Judaism but of our own 
Or Emet community. Food is nearly ever present at Or Emet, as good food brings good 

company together.  With study, there is no question we are 
a community of curious, life-long learners.  And kindness, 
while often done more in private, one-to-one 
conversations than in our public gatherings, is essential to 
making our community strong. 

Because of the proximity of our annual meeting and 
picnic (June 5th) with Shavuot, we think this year we can 
add a holiday recognition to our Or Emet spring ritual.  To 

the committee chairs’ reports we will acknowledge the importance of making decisions for 
and about Or Emet’s short and long term planning with study, thoughtful conversation and 
dialogue; to the process of electing officers for the 2016-17 season, we will celebrate the 
inclusive and honest process involved.  We officially thank those who have volunteered their 
time and skills to Or Emet with grace and kindness. As for food, we will contribute as usual 
and enjoy sharing a meal together and the chance to socialize…and to recognize Shavuot on 
the 5th. It’s not too much of a stretch to include cheese blintzes, a wheaty loaf of bread, and 
some fresh fruit in the potluck options. Add a bouquet of flowers to adorn the table and make 
a card saying Happy Shavuot and we have our own Or Emet Shavuot celebration!  

OFFICIAL NOTICE OF OR EMET ANNUAL MEETING 
Sunday, June 5, 2016     10 am – 12 noon 

Lake Nokomis Community Center 2401 East Minnehaha Pkwy, Minneapolis 55417 
Agenda will include: 

Co-Presidents’ remarks  
Financial Report with 2016-2017 budget  

Executive Committee, Leadership Team and committee reports  
Election of 2016-2017 Officers and At-Large Executive Committee Member 

Following the annual meeting, head outside for 
Or Emet’s annual meeting potluck picnic!! 
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Jewish Cultural School Update 
by Eva Cohen 

Director of Jewish Cultural School and Juniors Teacher 
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The bulk of Or Emet’s youth-focused holiday events happen in December through March, so things have been busy at the 
Jewish Cultural School (JCS) since my last Illuminator update! We’ve also welcomed some new students—children and 
grandchildren of long-time members—in our age three through kindergarten Littles class, and we’ve done lots of learning 
and exploring together in the classroom, at holiday programs, and at Bat/Bar Mitzvah program events! 

December’s Chanukah party, January’s Tu B’Shevat Seder, and March’s Purim carnival all offered great opportunities for 
Or Emet children and adults of all ages to celebrate and learn together. The Chanukah party, in its fourth year at the 
Wellstone Center in St. Paul, showcased the traditional Or Emet mix of JCS student entertainment (Chanukah songs and 
plays galore), latkes served family-style, flame-free menorah lighting (oh, fire code!), and lots of dreidels, gelt, and good 
times. The Tu B’Shevat Seder, which took place in the Talmud Torah gym during the last 45 minutes of the January school 
session, featured Michal Moskow as our capable service leader. We debuted a new seder booklet at this year’s event, which 
I created by synthesizing material from Or Emet’s pre-existing Tu B’Shevat Seder (developed by Muriel Sterne) with 
language and ideas adapted from the Congregation for Humanistic Judaism of Fairfield County’s Tu B’Shevat Seder. These 
new additions illuminate the connection between the seder’s four cups of juice, the four seasons, the four symbolic worlds 
of action, formation, creation, and ‘the spirit,’ and fruits with different degrees of outer and inner softness/hardness. 
Enriched with this host of evocative traditional allusions, our new seder booklet makes a meaningful humanistic connection 
between our progression through four ritual spheres and our human development as our relationships with others and the 
broader world become increasingly open, honest, and deep. Sound system issues cast the only pall on the new seder 
booklet’s debut. Highlights from the recent Purim carnival, which happened during the last hour of the March school 
session, included two new student-created carnival games—a Purim trivia game and a Haman sponge toss redux—and 
ample opportunities to eat delicious hamantaschen—Rachel Springer baked some gorgeous ones in advance for the event, 
and Bat/Bar Mitzvah Prep students made sure that there were fresh-baked cookies ready to eat when the carnival started.  

Or Emet Bat/Bar Mitzvah students have continued to take part in cool group activities and plan for summer services. In 
December, the group prepared and served snacks to children at the Greater Minneapolis Crisis Nursery, and in January 
students began working on writing humanistic commentaries for their respective Torah portions after taking a Jewish art-
themed tour of the Minneapolis Institute of Arts. Families have also narrowed down service dates! Noah Lindeman will 
become a Bar Mitzvah the weekend of July 30/31, and Sammi Bergren will become a Bat Mitzvah on Sunday, August 28. 
Further information will be emailed out to Or Emet members as we get closer to those dates. 

To learn more about what’s happening in individual JCS classrooms, please visit http://oremet.org/category/cultural-school. 

As always, I want to offer a big thank you to the parents and other volunteers who help 
make the JCS so successful and fun. From providing monthly snacks for students to pinch-
hitting as substitute classroom assistants to giving kids amazing tiger face-paint at the 
carnival, you guys are absolutely fabulous! 

Please feel free to contact me at evarosecohen@gmail.com or 651-285-0406 with any JCS-
related questions or concerns. I look forward to seeing you all at upcoming JCS sessions 
and Or Emet services and gatherings! 

mailto:evarosecohen@gmail.com
mailto:evarosecohen@gmail.com


Member News

Anna Rakhmanov, a student in Eva Cohen’s JCS class, was a winner in the Minnesota Jewish Arts 
Council “Keren Or” teen literary contest. Anna’s short story “There’s A Reason” won first place in the 
7th-9th grade prose category. A record number of teens (68) from 20 schools participated in this year’s 
Keren Or contest, submitting a total of 175 works — poems, photographs, and creative prose pieces. 

The winning entries will be published as a special insert in the April 8th edition of the American 
Jewish World newspaper. This year’s ceremony to honor the winners will be on Sunday, May 1 (2 
pm) at the Sabes JCC. Everyone is invited to the ceremony. Winning entries will also be displayed in 
May at the Sabes JCC and on Keren Or’s website. Congratulations Anna! 
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Or Emet Past-President Slated to Become next Society for Humanistic Judaism President 
by Richard Logan 

It is a great honor for me, the son of a Methodist minister, to be nominated to be president of SHJ. It is 
also a great tribute to the respect Or Emet has earned over the years among the other SHJ congregations. 
My nomination also reflects the fact that the kinds of concerns Or Emet has voiced to the SHJ Board have 
indeed resonated with those of other congregations. In keeping with these concerns, here are some of the 
goals I intend to work for — bearing in mind that when it comes to actual SHJ governance I am simply 
another Board member:   

1. Strengthening members’ identification with SHJ as the community of its members and not as a centralized hierarchy. This 
means nurturing a culture of the whole.  

2. Working toward #1 partly by building a means of horizontal communications among congregations. A goal of this would 
be to allow SHJ members to more easily access the best practices among sister congregations; e.g., in effective recruiting, 
programming and fund-raising.   

3. Making the abundant resource materials of SHJ as easily accessible to members as possible.  

I also must speak to another tribute to Or Emet: That is the fact that Faith Oremland has been dogged in shepherding an 
impressively thorough re-visioning of SHJ. This process has just produced a series of important restructuring 
recommendations. Please express a special thank you to Faith for an exceptional body of work on behalf of us all. 
Shalom, Richard

The Empty Jar 
by Susan Weinberg

Susan will be exhibiting new work in her series on Memory. Susan’s description: “So much of 
identity was bound up in memory that I began to wonder what happens to one’s identity when one 
loses memory … In this current series I am exploring the topic of memory and its loss through the 
lens of my personal experience with elders who are experiencing declining memory. I examine 
identity, how one maintains a sense of purpose, the experience itself and the ways in which we can 
support our loved ones.” 

In June, Susan has a piece in the Jewish Artists' Lab Exhibit at the Sabes JCC Tychman Shapiro                                    
Gallery and Shared Walls Exhibition Areas. 
Susan will also be doing a reading on the theme of Wisdom at the Art Beat Event. 

Voices of Wisdom exhibit: June 16-August 28, 2016; Opening Reception: Thursday, June 16 from 6-8 pm
Art Beat Event: Sunday, August 28 from 5-7 pm (literary or performance)

Susan Weinberg is participating in Art-a-Whirl, the Northeast Minneapolis open studio event 
during the weekend of May 20-22. Art-a-Whirl is FREE and open to the public. Participating spaces 
are open at these times: May 20-22 at 5-10 pm; May 21 at 12-8 pm; May 22 at 12-5 pm.             
Visit Susan’s and her husband’s studios 407/409 in The California Building 2205 NE California St.
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Or Emet members Barry Cohen, Howard Schneider and Allan Malkis, will host a follow-up  
to Humanistic Values and Middle East Peace, the Middle East program they presented last fall.

Humanistic Values and Middle East Peace  
Sunday, May 8 at 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 

St. Paul JCC, 1375 St Paul Ave, St Paul, MN 55116

Save the date!  
Or Emet Adult Education Program 

Dina O’Sullivan recently joined Or Emet. after visiting and participating in congregational 
activities for a few years. Dina’s life has been characterized by widely varying adventures and 
experiences. During one especially eventful chapter in her life, Dina with her “husband, three young 
children, a dog and sacks of personal things” left New York on the eve of the Yom Kippur war to 
make Aliyah in Israel. The family lived in Israel for three years before moving back to New Orleans. 
Dina is originally from New Orleans and has Master’s degrees in special education and art 
education. She taught in Louisiana, Mississippi and Edina before moving permanently to Minnesota 
after Hurricane Katrina destroyed the museum where she was a Museum Educator. Dina’s three 
children live in Israel, California and Minnesota. 
Upon returning to Minnesota, Dina received a grant to attend a Women's Art program at the Minneapolis College of Art 
and Design. Currently, she lives in Apple Valley, is a committed social action volunteer and an artist working with 
fibers, painting, pottery and sculpture. 

New Member Welcome

The following is a slightly shortened version of Janet Mayer’s Tribute to Charles Brin presented on the occasion of his 
memorial service at the Illusion Theater in Minneapolis on February 1, 2016. 

Almost from Or Emet’s inception, Charles and Beryl attended Or Emet events … He made an instant 
impression, with his sonorous voice, his focus and tuned-in attention, his questions and comments to me 
about the service, and those two pairs of glasses sitting on his nose. A few years later I was involved in 
an effort to upgrade the service music for the High Holidays; Charles and Beryl came to some of the 
practice sessions to learn the pieces, and I remember fondly the unique connections that are sometimes 
made when people sing together. 
People who knew and worked with him all had stories to tell about the amazing life that was Charles …
with almost 93 years of life, there is no way to capture it all, especially for Charles, who lived his life 
fully. 

We have known Charles even before the establishment of Or Emet. A member recalled attending one of 
those American Humanist consciousness-raising groups in 1968 where she met Charles, who was leading 

a psychodrama workshop. And another member recalled meeting Charles about 40 years ago through Walker Community 
Church where they had many mutual friends … He fondly recalled the beginnings of the KFAI morning radio children’s 
stories and what a joy it was to listen to them.  
In closing, I would like to share a few descriptions of Charles the person that I think will resonate with many of you: 
 Charles had a certain presence that was very impressive; it was not so much what he said or did, but  
  everything about his presentation — and he had that unbelievable voice! 
 Charles was a direct and honest man with a great sense of humor.   
 He was bright, highly knowledgeable, interesting, and in some ways A Serious Man.

Tribute to Charles Brin - Memories from Or Emet  
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Or Emet Annual Meeting 
Sunday, June 5, 2016     10 am – 12 noon 

Lake Nokomis Community Center 2401 East Minnehaha Pkwy, Mpls 55417 

Annual Meeting Potluck Picnic  
12 - 2 pm following the annual meeting 

~~ Rain or Shine ~~ 

Or Emet Seder Celebrates Passover in the Humanistic Jewish Tradition  
April 23rd at 5 pm -- First Unitarian Society, 900 Mt. Curve Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55403 

Members and visitors are invited to attend Or Emet’s Passover Seder. Children from the Jewish Cultural School, 
adult members of the congregation, friends and families all share in the festivities. Join us for a Passover Seder 
service read from our Humanistic Haggadah. We serve traditional Passover foods and everyone contributes to the 
potluck buffet.  

Space is limited and reservations are required from April 4 until April 18 (or until we reach capacity). 
Watch your inbox for more information and signup link.  

Questions? Email seder@oremet.org  

Please sign up to help with the Passover Seder. We depend on volunteers! 

Cost to attend 
Due to escalating expenses, fees have been revised (fee adjustment available). 
-- Members (recommended) - $10 per family; $5 for individual attendees  
-- Visitors - $15 for adults and teens; $10 for children 5 - 13 years, free for children under 5 years 
-- $50 family maximum  
Please pay when signing-in at the event with check or exact amount. 

We look forward to celebrating Passover with you!

The election for Or Emet Executive Committee members is coming up!  

The Nominations Committee (Margo Fox, Arty Dorman, Alan Malkis, Gwyn Leder and Alex Schwartz de Rossi) is 
responsible for presenting a slate of candidates for officers and at-large seats at the Annual Meeting on June 5th. If you 
would like to run for a position or if you have another person in mind you think would be an excellent member to 
serve on our Executive Committee, please let us know. Nominations from the floor will also 
be called for at the election. 

We elect our president, vice-president and treasurer annually. At-large members of the 
Executive Committee serve two-year terms and are elected in alternate years.  The 
Executive Committee meets monthly at a time and day that is best for all. 

We look forward to hearing from you!   
 Margo Fox   Alex Schwartz de Rossi  
 margofox10@comcast.net   alex@rrts.us     
  Allan Malkis    Gwyn Leder    Arty Dorman 
  a.malkis@comcast.net  gwynleder@comcast.net  broadwayturtle@yahoo.com 

        

Upcoming Election! 
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Happy Jewish Humanist Passover! 
By Naomi Rockler-Gladen 

 Passover is my favorite Jewish holiday, and one that I can't image doing without. But as a 
Jewish Humanist, one may ask, why do I love Passover? For those of us who don't believe 
that the story of the Jews fleeing Egypt is based on divine intervention — or even 
historically accurate — why is this night nonetheless different from all other nights? 

Here are a few reasons why I, a Humanist Jew, love Passover. 

1. Because Jewish Freedom From Oppression Rocks 
The Passover story is about Jews fleeing oppression. Whether or not this particular 
Biblical story ever happened, there is no doubt that Jews have fled oppression many times. 
We are a strong people who take pride in our endurance, and that's a story worth telling to 
our children every year.  
2. Because All Freedom From Oppression Rocks 
As humanists, we cherish individual and cultural freedom as one of the most essential 
human values. When we tell the story of the Jews fleeing Egypt, we are telling the story of 
one of humanity's greatest yearnings: to be free. These days (and throughout all of human 
history), you don't have to look far to find parallels between the story of the Jews fleeing 
Egypt and the story of others who yearn to be free from slavery and oppression.  

3. Because Our Ancestors Told This Story 
The story of what happened in Egypt may not be true. But here's what is undoubtedly true. Our ancestors have been 
gathering around tables for several thousands of years to tell this story to one another, eating brisket and gefilte fish and 
cake-like concoctions that contain no flour, and leaving a cup out in case Elijah shows up.  We all have stories about how 
our Baubies and Zadies and other relatives shared the story of Passover with us. Now we get to do this with our children. 
To me, Passover is the event that makes me feel more connected to my history on this planet as a Jew. 
4. Because Jews Everywhere Tell This Story 
When I am at a Seder, there's something powerful in knowing that Jews all around the world are doing the same 
thing. Jews are a diverse people, especially in the modern world when so many of us define our Jewish heritage in 
nontraditional ways. On this night, we all come together as one people to tell the same story. The Seders I have shared 
with my extended family are special, but one of my favorite Passover memories was attending a Hillel Seder at Colorado 
State University with strangers. Although part of me wished I could bring my daughter to celebrate with family, I found 
myself feeling deeply connected to the Jews in attendance and to Jews everywhere. On Passover, Jews all sit down 
together for a meal. 
5. Because Passover is Awesome for Kids 
The Four Questions! The Afikommen! Elijah's cup! Ha Gad Ya! In many ways, the whole point of Passover is to pass on 
these traditions to our children. Humanist Jews may not be concerned with passing along religious beliefs, but we 
identify as Jews and want very much to pass this identity on to our children. 
6. Because Passover is Fun! 
Passover is a deeply moving time for me, but it's also just plain fun -- and not just because there are four glasses of wine. 
There's songs and Hillel sandwiches and the company of family and friends. There are stories of years past and hope for 
the year to come. 
Chag Sameach, everyone! 

Gwendolyn, Naomi’s 
daughter reading the four 
questions at Or Emet’s 
Passover Seder.

Or Emet’s Caring Circle volunteers offer support and practical assistance to members during 
stressful periods. Type of help (visiting, shopping, companionship, etc) depends on needs. 
If you or another Or Emet member might benefit from our community’s supportive services, 
please inform Faith Oremland faitho711@aol.com or presidents@oremet.org. Family, friends 
and persons in need are welcome to contact us. Communication is confidential, except what a 
person wishes to be shared. 

Caring Circle
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Tikkun Olam

From the Ground Up: Or Emet Social Justice / Social Action Committee 
By Arty Dorman 

Our Social Justice / Social Action Committee has been active on several fronts this year. In 
partnership with Jewish Community Action we have joined other congregations and community 
organizations in an effort to change Minnesota’s prison sentencing guidelines.  The aim is to 
reduce mandatory sentences for non-violent offenses, especially low-level drug-related crimes 
where treatment would be a more effective change agent than incarceration.   

This is one tangible offshoot of the overarching goal to increase economic justice and reduce 
economic disparities in our state. Minnesotans of color are incarcerated for drug-related crimes 

at a far higher rate than white Minnesotans, even though rates of drug use are roughly similar 
across demographic groups. Those who have been incarcerated face great challenges in getting employment, housing and             
re-entering civil society.    
The Minnesota Sentencing Board has recommended a reduction of mandatory sentences that 
will go into effect unless legislative action blocks them. At the same time, a bill to increase 
prison capacity by leasing space from the profit-making Corrections Corporation of America is 
in motion. Paying close attention to our legislature this season is critical. 

At our February 13 Shabbat program, these issues were eloquently addressed by Russel T. 
Balenger, co-founder (with his wife Sarah Balenger) of The Circles of Peace Movement 
(TCOPM). They began TCOPM in 2010 with the mission to stop violence and promote racial 
healing through opportunities for individuals to talk honestly about challenges that lead to 
violence and prison. Starting with a weekly Circle meeting in Saint Paul’s Rondo 
neighborhood, the program has expanded, including circles at the Stillwater State Correctional 
Facility, Boys Totem Town (a Ramsey County Juvenile Corrections facility) and a Hmong 
women’s circle. Rachel English, Community Organizer for Jewish Community Action, updated us on efforts to foster 
change in Minnesota’s sentencing guidelines and discussed how we can get involved, as individuals and collectively. 

Aside from the sentencing reform initiative, our SJ/SA committee: 
• Continues to host dinners at St. Stephen’s Community Services Men’s Shelter, providing home-made meals to the 

men who call the shelter their home. Our most recent dinner was on March 26, with another scheduled for 
Saturday, July 9. Thank you to all who provide food, make cash contributions, and/or volunteer to serve and 
especially to Claire Press for her tireless efforts to organize these events.  

• Continues to collect personal care items for the men and women served by Listening House. Donations can be 
brought to any of our Shabbat or JCS program events.    

• Is offering a family volunteering opportunity to assist with distribution of donations to food shelves at Second 
Harvest Heartland. The date will be be announced soon. 

Lastly, we are preparing a survey of Or Emet members to learn more clearly how you would like the Social Justice / Social 
Action Committee to support our congregation’s commitment to bring our world, near and far, closer to realizing our 
values. The survey will be conducted this fall.   

Any member of Or Emet is welcome to be part of the committee, or to express ideas for the committee to consider.           
For information contact co-chairs Arty Dorman or Claire Press.  

Russel Balenger

Donations

For use where most needed Sonny Taylor

Rev. Wesley Logan  
    Arty Dorman 
    Steve and Faith Oremland 
    David and Joan Barnett 
Charles Brin 
    Joan and David Barnett

In memory of In support of Or Emet’s Routes and Roots education event 
Lou Altman  David and Joan Barnett 
Seth Finestack  Lisa Gardner-Springer  
Janet Mayer  Natalie Rosinsky and Don Larsson 



Or Emet Seminar Weekend April 7-10, 2016  
“Routes & Roots: The Evolution of Secular Humanistic Judaism”  presented by Rabbi Adam Chalom  
A series of dynamic workshops focused on the past, present, and future of secular humanistic Judaism.  
Register and reserve tickets at www.seminar.oremet.org or phone 612 787 7812. 
Thursday, April 7, 2016 at 7 p.m. 
“Holidays without the Holy:  Secular Approaches to Celebrations” 
Hosted by CASH, a University of Minnesota student group, and co-sponsored by Or Emet 
at Pillsbury Hall, Room 101, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis 

Friday, April 8, 2016, 7:30 p.m 
“Integrity and Community:  Humanistic Judaism and the Jewish Tradition” 
at the Sabes JCC, Room M28, 4330 S. Cedar Lake Rd, St. Louis Park 
Saturday, April 9, 2016  
Morning workshop 9:00 am-12:00 pm “Judaisms-Enlightenment, Emancipation & Modern Judaisms” 
Afternoon workshop 1:00-4:00 pm “Jewishness:  Socialism, Yiddishism, Zionism & Modern Culture” 
Both workshops are at Hamline University, Klas Center, Kay Fredericks Rm, 1537 W. Taylor Ave, St. Paul 
Sunday, April 10, 2016 at 10:00 am-1:00 pm  
“Humanism, Secular and Ethnic Judaism, and the American Jewish Future” 
at Hamline University, Anderson Center, Rm 112, 774 Snelling Ave, N, St. Paul

Saturday, April 23 • 5–8 pm • Or Emet Humanistic Passover Seder — see page 6 
at The First Unitarian Society, 900 Mt Curve Ave, Mpls 55403 
Sunday, May 8 • 1–2:30 pm • Humanistic Values and the Middle East • Or Emet Adult Education program —  see page 5 
Sunday, June 5 Or Emet's Annual Meeting and Potluck Picnic — see page 6 
10 am - 12 pm Annual meeting with election of officers 
12 – 2 pm Potluck Picnic 
at Lake Nokomis Community Center 2401 East Minnehaha Pkwy, Mpls 55417 

ADDITIONAL OR EMET EVENTS
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Programs and Events — April - June 2016

FRIDAY PROGRAMS 
Friday programs are at the Sabes Jewish Community Center 
4330 S. Cedar Lake Rd, St. Louis Park 
The evening begins at 7:30 pm and includes a brief 
Humanistic Shabbat service and Oneg reception. 

Friday, April 8 
Program: Integrity and Continuity: Humanistic Judaism 
and Jewish Tradition 
Presenter: Rabbi Adam Chalom, Dean of the International 
Institute for Secular Humanistic Judaism 
More information about Rabbi Chalom’s weekend  
presentations highlighted below. 

Friday, May 13 
Program: Jews and Spaniards, Spaniards and Jews:  
Perceptions and Portrayals since the 14th Century 
Presenter: Dr. Stacy Beckwith, Professor of Hebrew and 
Middle Eastern Languages, Director of Judaic Studies at 
Carleton College 

SUNDAY PROGRAMS 
Sunday programs are at the Talmud Torah Building  
768 Hamline Ave South, St. Paul 55116   
Adult programs meet from 10 - 12:30 (concurrently with  
Jewish Cultural School classes). Childcare is available. 
April 17 
Program: Jewish Music in the Arab World focusing on the 
Iraqi Jewish Tradition 
Presenter: Dr. Yaron Klein, Associate Professor of Arabic 
and Middle Eastern Languages, Carleton College. Dr. Klein 
will present unique characteristics of Arab music, 
demonstrating on the oud (Arab lute) and the violin. 
May 22 
Program: The Danger of a Single Story 
A TED Talk by Chimamanda Adichie, a Nigerian author. 
Adichie speaks about how too often we form opinions about 
groups of people based on one story or aspect of their lives. 
This robs people of dignity and emphasizes how different 
people are. 
Presenter: Dave Zukor, Or Emet member and Sunday 
program co-chair, will facilitate discussion after viewing the 
TED Talk. 

http://www.seminar.oremet.org/
http://www.seminar.oremet.org/


250 Turners Crossroad South 
Apt 324
Golden Valley, MN 55416

Celebrate Freedom and  Courage!

Humanistic Jewish Passover Seder
Saturday, April 23, 2016 at 5 pm

First Unitarian Society 900 Mt Curve Ave, Mpls, MN 

Reservations open April 4 - 18 (or until at capacity)
See article on page 6 for more information


