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I sometimes wonder why Americans have such dramati-

cally different opinions on critical issues. Whether that 

issue is abortion rights, health care, gay marriage, the ex-

istence of God or global warming, it is rare to find a topic 

upon which we all agree. Passion for diametrically op-

posed opinions is the rule, not the exception! Two individ-

uals raised in the same neighborhood, attended the same 

schools, and profess to love the same country, can barely 

sit in the same room when one of these issues comes up 

for debate. 

 

Is religion the reason for this disagreement? Each religion 

has its own sources for answers: “Holy” leaders (Jesus, 

Moses, Muhammad, Sherwin Wine, etc.), sacred texts, 

rules, rites, rewards and punishments. Perhaps I should 

not be surprised we have such divisive views. Yet, basic 

tenets of decency such as the Golden Rule, helping the 

poor, respect for elders, etc. are values espoused by all 

religions. One would think after centuries of wars, there 

would be SOME movement toward a moral consensus. 

 

Even within a religion, disagreements are common. 

Should we have female priests? Who was the prophet Mu-

hammad’s true successor? Did God promise the West 

Bank to the Jews?  We are individuals and the private 

world we move through drives our belief systems and our 

actions.  This point was driven home to me when I read 

Sue Eisenfeld’s recent article in the New York Times, 

Passover in the Confederacy. I learned Southern Jews 

fought for the Confederacy!  As Eisenfeld states, for many 

Jews, myself included, “the idea that Confederate Jews 

fought on the side of slavery offends their entire 

worldview.” 

 

Jews first came to America in the 16th century. About one

-fifth lived in the South. Charleston, SC, at one point, had 

the largest Jewish population in America.  After escap-

ing oppression in Europe, the South was, as Eisenfeld 

describes it, “a land of Milk and Honey (and cotton).” 

Jews in the South lived in peace, were able to own proper-

ty, and vote.  Anti-Semitism was, in some areas, less viru-

lent than in the North. Jews held prominent positions. Ju-

dah Benjamin, a Jewish senator from Louisiana became 

the Confederacy’s Attorney General and Secretary of 

War.  Most Southern AND Northern Jews were at peace 

with slavery. Rabbi Morris Raphal, of New York, one of 

the leading rabbis in America, defended slavery on bibli-

cal grounds stating “The reason Africans are slaves in 

America is because that is what God wanted for them.” 

  

Southern Jews were defending their homes. They were 

fighting alongside their Southern neighbors. When a 

group of Confederate Jewish soldiers asked General Lee 

to grant them a furlough to go home for the High Holi-

days, he refused, saying he needed them for the war effort. 

He continued: ”I feel assured that neither you or any 

member of the Jewish congregation would wish to jeop-

ardize a cause you have so much at heart….that our pray-

ers for the success & welfare of our Cause may be granted 

by the Great Ruler of the universe is my ardent wish.”  

                                                                                                                             

Confronted with difficult issues, we rely on our own be-

lief systems and personal experience. Although our com-

munity heavily influences us, our ultimate decisions are 

personal. To Southern Jews, defending their homeland 

was more important than freeing slaves. It is easy for me, 

in the 20th century to criticize them. They had biblical 

support!  Would I have felt the same way had I been a 

young Jew living in Atlanta in the 1800’s?                                                                                   

                            GODISNOWHERE     
The title of this article comes from historian Jocelyn Penny 

Small. Did you read “God is now here” or “God is no-

where?” Is one interpretation “right?” We can live in the 

same world, yet, when confronted with a single image, 

have entirely different interpretations, and the wars just  

keep on coming. 

GODISNOWHERE 
Harold Londer, Madrikh 
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 President’s Message:  
Richard Logan 

 

The busy and stimulating weekend with SHJ Rabbi Miriam Jerris is hard to summarize. The 

weekend began on Friday afternoon with an excellent interview with member Alan Miller on 

his Eagan cable TV show Access to Democracy.  Their engrossing conversation centered on 

explaining Humanistic Judaism. Rabbi Jerris then joined the Executive Committee and 

weekend hosts Jane and Jack Katz for dinner at Super Moon Buffet. There we had a brief 

Shabbat service followed by relaxed conversation that gave Miriam the chance to get to 

know Executive Committee members. 

 

On Saturday morning, Miriam joined JCS Director Eva Cohen, teacher Renee Dorman, 
Curriculum Committee Chair Arty Dorman, and Richard Logan for a working brunch at 

the Highland Café and Bakery in St. Paul. The group discussed curriculum planning and 
SHJ resources for same.  We had a stimulating sharing of ideas. After brunch Miriam 
moved to the St. Paul JCC to join the 1:00 pm  Leadership Team meeting where the 

Team continued with our ongoing discussion of Or Emet priorities. This is part of our 
broader strategic planning. 
 

After a couple hours of rest at the home of Margo and David Fox, Miriam returned to the 

JCC where she conducted a brief and beautiful Havdalah service for about thirty people, 

mostly Or Emet members, at 6:00 pm. Then, at 7:30, Rabbi Jerris gave her major 

presentation on the implications of the recent Pew study for Humanistic Judaism. In keeping 

with the Humanistic Judaism principle that Truth Matters, she did not simply say that the 

high numbers of secular Jews found by Pew provide a wide open door for SHJ and Or Emet.  

It is more complicated; Humanistic Judaism’s principles and practices are widely shared by 

secular Jews, but not fully. (We will post the video of Miriam’s talk on oremet.org so that 

others can hear her nuanced presentation, and the highly thoughtful questions asked from the 

audience.)  It was a very thought-provoking and very well-received event, though only about 

40 people attended, including about a dozen visitors. 

 

Many thanks to Miriam for the thought and energy she devoted to her visit with us.  
And, many thanks to members of Or Emet who worked hard on preparations and 

logistics for her event. 
********** 

Reflection of the Month:  Do we need to do more to convey the fact that we 
Humanistic Jews embrace disciplined reason and rigorous science as well as the 
humanistic values of individual dignity and justice? The term ”humanistic” by itself might 

suggest that we stand primarily for humaneness when in fact we are a smart group that 

stands for many more things that improve the human condition.   

The Illuminator 
 

Or Emet’s newsletter is 

published quarterly. To 

submit an item for the 
Illuminator, please contact 

Joan Barnett at  
joan@oremet.org 

 

Madrikh 

Harold Londer 
madrikh@oremet.org 

 

Executive Committee 
 

President, Richard Logan 

president@oremet.org 
 

Vice President, 

Arty Dorman 
 

Treasurer, Sharon Miller 
 

Members At-Large 
Dave Zukor 

Liza Finestack 
 

Administrative Assistant 

Mary Gustafson 
mary@oremet.org 

 

Program Committee 

Jane Katz 

Naomi Rockler-Gladen 
Lynne Steinberg 

 

Jewish Cultural School 

Eva Cohen 
 

Newsletter 
Joan Barnett, Editor 

Lin Rockler, Publisher 
 

www.oremet.org 
 

Or Emet is affiliated with 

the Society for Humanistic 
Judaism (SHJ) and the 

International Institute for 

Secular Humanistic 

Judaism (IISHJ). 

 

Or Emet Salon 
Introduction to Judaism: A Humanist Perspective 

Submitted by Faith Oremland 

 

Or Emet’s Salon continues its viewing and discussion of Rabbi Sherwin Wine’s DVD 

lecture series, Introduction To Judaism: A Humanist Perspective. Our next session will 

focus on Jewish Nationalism. In the following months, discussion will be on the 

American Jewish Experience and the Humanistic Jewish Movement.  
  
Sessions are held at members’ homes. We begin at 7:00 pm for schmoozing and 

the program runs from 7:30 - 9:00 pm.  The next session is scheduled for May 
25.  If you are interested in attending or have questions about the Salon, please con-

tact Faith Oremland at faitho711@aol.com. We’re always looking for more people 

who love to share their opinions! 

mailto:faitho711@aol.com
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 Jewish Cultural School — Update 
Submitted by Eva Cohen, JCS Director (with input from Josh Kaplan and Renee Dorman)  

February, March, and April at the Jewish Cultural School 

(JCS) have brought the usual round of activity and 

fun, as well as an opportunity at the leadership lev-

el to explore potential new programming spaces 

and partnerships for the school. 

 

March's Purim carnival and Rabbi Miriam Jerris's 

April school visit were among the highlights of the 

past few months. Kicking off with some rousing 

Purim songs in the gym (“Round go the groggers/

Rash, rash, rash!”), the carnival—as always—owed 

its success to the help of many parent volunteers, 

and to Juniors class students who good-naturedly 

helped to lead games. Rabbi Jerris stopped in to observe in 

all the JCS classrooms during her April visit, and told me 

afterward that she was impressed by classroom activities 

and the youth engagement that she saw. While February's 

Family Shabbat was cancelled because of icy roads and 

family scheduling conflicts, the program will be resched-

uled for this summer if there is family interest. 

 

As announced in a March email to JCS parents, I am work-

ing with Or Emet president emeritus Margo Fox, president 

Richard Logan, and vice president Arty Dorman to explore 

other space rental options for Or Emet Sunday program-

ming that could offer us competitive rental rates, access to 

better large-group programming spaces, and beneficial con-

nections with other Jewish institutions. We have looked at 

space available for rental at the Talmud Torah of St. Paul as 

well as at the St. Paul JCC. We hope to make a decision 

shortly about whether to shift Sunday programming to one 

of these venues or to continue at 

the Friends School next fall. We 

want any decision Or Emet 

makes to reflect family and other 

member feedback and to be in 

the best interests of the Jewish 

Cultural School and the congre-

gation. Please feel free to email 

me (evarosecohen@gmail.com) 

with feedback on any of the pro-

gramming spaces mentioned. 

 
Here are some highlights of JCS classroom activities over 

the past three months-- 

 

The Littles Class with Josh has spent the past three 

monthly sessions learning about mizvot, Purim, 

and Passover. In February the class read a favorite 

ABC book about helping out and doing mitzvot 

and then students worked together on an ABC 

book of their own. March and April were all about 

holidays; the class watched a “Shalom, Sesame” 

Purim video and sang fun Purim songs with music 

and Hebrew teacher, Sarah, in March, and learned 

all about Passover in April. 

 

The Middles Class with Renee has been using 

reading and creative book-making to learn about 

Humanistic Jewish values, holiday stories, and 

modern Jewish history. Renee introduced the Hol-

ocaust in February as a time when people forgot 

about what they had in common, and students 

learned a little about Anne Frank and decorated 

their own diaries in Anne’s honor. March was 

Purim music and carnival-focused. In April, in 

addition to practicing singing “Ma Nishtanah” in 

preparation for the Seder, the class reviewed the 

Passover story, learned about Jewish comic books, 

and created their own comic books to retell that 

holiday narrative. 

 

The Juniors class 

with me, Eva, has 

focused on mod-

ern Israeli life and 

culture as well as 

Humanistic Jewish 

values for the past three sessions. In February we 

cooked sabih, delicious Israeli street food combin-

ing fried eggplant, tahini sauce, Yemeni-Jewish 

hot sauce, and Israeli salad on pita, following reci-

pes from Jerusalem: A Cookbook, by Yotam Otto-

lenghi and Sami Tamimi. We used the Purim story 

as a jumping-off point for exploring our Human-

istic Jewish values in March, drawing symbols to 

represent the Humanistic Jewish values most 

meaningful to us. In April, students played an Is-

raeli geography game and then participated in an 

Israeli marketplace simulation, playing the roles of 

contemporary Israelis of all backgrounds and gath-

ering in the “marketplace” together to converse and 

debate in character, developing an understanding of 

the cultural and ideological diversity that character-

ize modern Israeli life. 

 

I want the Jewish Cultural School to provide a warm com-

munity and fun, meaningful classes and events for children 

and families at Or Emet. As always, 

feel free to contact me by email 

(evarosecohen@gmail.com or 

school-1@oremet.org, which for-

wards to the gmail address) or tele-

phone (651-285-0406) to talk about 

any school-related questions, com-

ments, or concerns. 

mailto:evarosecohen@gmail.com
mailto:evarosecohen@gmail.com
mailto:school-1@oremet.org
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Jane Katz will have a solo exhibition of her watercolor paintings, including much new work, during the month of 

May in the gallery at St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral, 519 Oak Grove St., Minneapolis (Loring Park).  Her giclee prints and 

cards will be in the cathedral bookshop. There will be a reception on Sunday, May 11, 12:30 to 2:30 pm Stop by if you 

can; parking in the church lot.  For cathedral hours and directions see ourcathedral.org.  

 

 

Molly Wilbur-Cohen will be performing in a chamber music concert with womenperformhers on Sunday, May 11, 

2014. at 3:00 pm  The concert will be at St. Michael's Lutheran Church at 1660 W. County Road B (at the corner of Fry 

Street) in Roseville.  Works to be performed include Irish and English Songs by composer Rebecca Clarke, String Quartet 

by Swedish composer Elfrida Andree, and Clarinet Quintet by composer Judith Bailey.  Free will donations accepted and a 

reception with light refreshments will follow the performance.  Hope you can come! 

 

 

Susan Weinberg will be exhibiting four of her Identity and Legacy paintings at Homewood Studios 2400 Plymouth 

Ave N, Minneapolis, MN (612) 587-0230. The theme of the exhibition is Northside Noir and is done in conjunction with a 

radio drama of that name on KBEM that focuses upon jazz in the Northside in the 1960s. The purpose of the exhibition is 

to shine a light on the history of the Northside and Susan's work speaks to an earlier period when it was a Jewish communi-

ty. The exhibit’s opening was April 18th with several events held during April. On May 6th at 7:00 pm  a musical evening 

will feature John Penny, composer of the score for the radio drama. The exhibit runs through May 10 th.   

 

The Jewish Artists’ Laboratory will have its exhibit up June 12 to July 20th at the Tychman Shapiro Gallery at the Sabes 

JCC.  Susan Weinberg will be participating in both the exhibition, which has an opening reception, June 12 th 6:00—

8:00 pm and the closing, which has readings on July 20th from 5:00 -7:00 pm. 

 

 

Susan Weinberg and Eva Cohen are participating in Art-a-Whirl, the Northeast Minneapolis open studio event during 

the weekend of May 16-May 18. Art-A-Whirl is FREE and open to the public. 

Participating spaces will open to visitors during the following times:  

Friday, May 16th, 5:00-10:00 pm; Saturday,  May 17th -  Noon-8:00 p.m; Sunday, May 18th -   Noon-5:00 pm 

 

Susan extends an invitation to visit Studio 409 in the California Building to see her work. For more information about 

Susan’s work, visit her website at studio409art.com. 

 

Eva will be showing her work as a guest artist exhibiting new paintings, scratchboard images, and prints at the 

Q.arma Building, 1224 Quincy St. N.E., Minneapolis 55413. Eva's work can be found online at her website, http://

evarosecohen.com/.  

 

 

Katie Sandler, an Or Emet Juniors class student, is performing in the play The Children's Republic. The play is 

based on the true-life story of Janusz Korczak, along with a cast including members of HARMONY Theatre Company and 

School. Janusz Korczak (1878-1942) was a legendary Polish-Jewish pediatrician and writer. Within the walls of his 

orphanage in Warsaw, he created the Children’s Republic, a place where children were raised on the principles of kind-
ness and justice. During the Nazi occupation, the orphanage was trapped in the Warsaw ghetto. As their plight grows 

more desperate, Korczak is faced with impossible decisions… 

Ticket information at harmonytheatre.org (763) 442-1628  

Performances: Capri Theater 2027 W Broadway, Mpls 55411: May 15, 7:00 pm; May 18 1:00 pm; May 18, 5:00 pm.  

Member News 

                 New Member Profile 
 

Boris and Helen Sandler immigrated from Russia in 1989.  Boris is a software developer and 

adjunct faculty at North Hennepin Community College; Helen is a Russian interpreter and free-

lance computer consultant.  Katie is in middle school and enjoys playing guitar  and percus-

sion, acting and tutoring younger children in Spanish.  Michael is in elementary school and en-

joys various sports, chess, logic puzzles and table games. The Sandler family likes travel, visiting 

museums and theaters, biking and photography 

http://studio409art.com/index.html
http://evarosecohen.com/
http://evarosecohen.com/
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 Or Emet’s Passover Seder Celebration: An enduring tradition 
 Submitted by Joan Barnett 

 

On April 19th, over 100 members and guests gathered at First Unitarian Society for a special even-

ing featuring a ritual meal with potluck contributions offering a wonderful holiday experience for 

everyone. In Jewish history and in Or Emet’s tradition, the Passover Seder is one of the most 

meaningful and timeless Jewish holidays. We come together for a secu-

lar celebration emphasizing human freedom and dignity, the power of 

people to change their destiny and the power of hope while sharing 

the Humanistic relevance of our ancestral triumph over adversity.  

Our Seder celebrations are truly collective achievements with members and guests joining together 

in community.  In particular, the Seder benefits from the efforts of dedicated volunteers. Madrikh 

Harold Londer again led the Seder service in inimitable style, as he has done for decades and Rich-

ard Logan, Or Emet’s President, emceed the program and kept everything on track. We read from 

our Humanist Haggadah with original cover art by Eva Cohen illustrating the Exodus story in a way that is richly symbolic 

and Humanist in tone. Jewish Cultural School children asked the 4 Questions which con-

veyed the Seder festival’s uniqueness while Sarah Berman-Young’s vocal talent led singing 

and Johanna Lester’s piano accompaniment all contributed to a highly successful event. 

Finally, thanks to everyone participating in and contributing to Or Emet’s 2014 Passover 

Seder celebration!  

 

Seder Coordinating Committee: Joan Barnett, 

 Laura Melnick, Rich Sonenblum,  

Carol Logan, Allan Malkis, Erica Fishman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time to Choose a College?  

 Not Sure What to Focus On? 
By Rob Rossi 

 

I work in higher education, and watch with some sorrow as students and parents go through the on-campus visit process.  

Most do it all wrong: which is to say they focus on the tours and ask about (and think about) all the wrong things when mak-

ing their decisions, usually misled in these directions by the tours.  If you are struggling with the process of choosing a col-

lege, or even if you think you know what you are doing - I'm happy to offer free advice, both general and specific to your 

situation.   -Rob Rossi (webmaster@oremet.org, or (612) 721.1344) 

 

Since it is campus visit season, one concrete bit of advice for everyone: Go on the campus tour if you have to, by all means 

meet other students and prospectives...but to make your visit worthwhile, SIT IN ON SOME CLASSES.  Not (just) the hand-

picked ones the school may suggest, but a BIG, IMPORTANT one that is definitely in your future.  At almost all schools, 

you don't need permission.  You just find out where the class is (hint: just look online) and sit through it.  Ask the other stu-

dents in the class how they like it, and how it compares to their high school courses.  If there is time afterwards, ask the 

teacher where else they teach, or have taught, and how they like the institution.  Ask if they have any advice about choosing a 

college.  You may be surprised the information that such simple (and innocent) questions evoke!  Remember, you are not 

paying tens of thousands of dollars per term for a gym membership, a cool peer group, or nice dorm rooms.  You are paying 

for those classes.  You should be investigating them first-hand to the extent you can.  
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There’s Still Time!  Nominating Executive Committee 2014 - 2015 
Submitted by Janet Mayer 
 
Do you have a person in mind who you think would be an excellent member to serve on our Executive Committee?  Would 
you like to run for a position?   

 

At its annual meeting on June 8, 2014, Or Emet will elect officers and Executive Committee seats for the 2014-2015 
season.  All members who are present will be eligible to vote.  We will be electing members to serve as President, Vice 

President, Secretary-Treasurer and one (of two) members elected at-large. 
 

Our current Executive Committee members are: 

President – Richard Logan    At-large 1st year – Liza Finestack  
Secretary/Treasurer – Sharon Miller                At-large 2nd year – Dave Zukor 

Vice President – Arty Dorman   

  
The by-laws (copies available) define the Executive Committee members’ functions and responsibilities.  The committee 

meets monthly at a time and on a day that is the best fit for all. 
 

In preparation for this year’s elections an ad hoc committee has been formed. It is the Nominations Committee’s 

responsibility to present a slate of candidates for officers and at-large seats at the annual meeting.  Nominations from the 
floor are also accepted at the Annual Meeting. 

 

At this time, two Board members have stated they are not running for another term:  Dave has served two At-large terms, 
and Arty has been the Or Emet Vice President for three years.  Sharon and Richard have indicated they will be running 

again for the open Secretary/Treasurer and President positions.  
   

If you have suggestions for nominations (including yourself), please feel free to talk to anyone on the Nominations 
Committee and let us know who you think would be a fine candidate.  Please respond by May 12th, so the Nominations Committee 
can proceed with drawing up their recommendations.  And then come and vote at the annual meeting on June 8 th! 
  

Members of the Nominations Committee are: 
Dave Zukor dzsw95@gmail.com 

Gwyn Leder gwynleder@comcast.net 

Janet Mayer janetmayer@elitemail.org 
Margo Fox margofox10@comcast.net 

Or Emet’s High Holiday 2014 Events 
 

Rosh Hashanah Service  

Wednesday, September 24, 7:00 pm at Sabes Jewish Community Center 
Oneg Shabbat following the service 

 

Rosh Hashanah Tashlich Service and Potluck 

Thursday, September 25, 10:30 am- location to be announced  

 

Kol Nidre Service 

Friday, October 3, 7:00 pm at Sabes Jewish Community Center 

 

Yom Kippur  

Service  
Saturday, October 4, 4:00 pm at Sabes Jewish Community Center 

Break-the-fast potluck 

Follows after conclusion of the service at Sabes Jewish Community Center 

mailto:dzsw95@gmail.com
mailto:gwynleder@comcast.net
mailto:janetmayer@elitemail.org
mailto:margofox10@comcast.net
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From the Ground Up: Or Emet Social Justice/Social Action Committee 
Submitted by Arty Dorman 

 

Or Emet members have been involved in various types of social justice and social action work.  Many of our 

members do this through channels of their own, but we have also provided opportunities such as serving at 

the St. Stephen’s dinners – our next one is coming up on Saturday May 10, and many participated in the din-

ner we provided and served on March 8.  Claire Press continues to lead in organizing our work at St. Ste-

phens and deserves kudos for her dedicated efforts.  If you want to join the next dinner, be sure to respond to 

the email seeking contributions and volunteers, or contact Claire at clairehpress@aol.com.   

 

We also continue to collect personal care items for Listening House clients at every Friday evening and Sun-

day morning program.  There is always a special need for socks in addition to other personal care items.  

 

A new opportunity has been offered to us, in partnership with Unity Unitarian Church of St. Paul, to volun-

teer during May as part of Project Home. Project Home provides overnight shelter for families, rotating ac-

commodations among different Ramsey County churches.  Unity has this duty for the month of May and 

invites Or Emet members to sign up for a shift.  Shifts are either 5:30 – 8:30 pm, or overnight shifts from 

8:00 pm to 7:30 am (Monday through Friday), to 9:30 am on Saturdays and to 8:30 am on Sundays.  Or 

Emet volunteers would be paired with an experienced Unity volunteer. Volunteers can work just one shift or 

sign up for multiple dates. Unity Unitarian Church is located at 733 Portland Avenue in St. Paul, (near Sum-

mit and Dale).  To sign up, go to the Unity Church website, unityunitarian.org and click on the Project Home 

section. If you have questions, contact me at broadwayturtle@yahoo.com or (651) 487-3793. 

 

Aside from providing great services, Or Emet members have been involved in legislative lobbying and advo-

cacy over the past few months, contributing to successfully raising the state minimum wage and adopting a 

state anti-bullying policy to be implemented in our schools.  Work continues on efforts to strengthen gun 

permit laws to keep firearms out of the hands of individuals who have restraints related to domestic assault 

or stalking.   These efforts have been through Jewish Community Action, as well as Mayors Against Illegal 

Guns, Organizing for Action and other groups.     

 

Our Social Justice /Social Action Committee meets following our monthly Sunday programs and any Or 

Emet member is welcome to join us.  You can also provide input as to projects we might want to take on, 

A Welcome Reception 
 

For new members and anyone interested in Or Emet  

We’re having a Welcome reception on Saturday afternoon, May 10th, from 5:00 —7:00 pm 

At the home of Harold Londer and Jan Withers  

Please join us for an opportunity to meet Or Emet’s Madrikh (Ritual Leader) and Leadership Team 

You’ll learn more about Humanistic Judaism, the Or Emet community and be able to connect  

with other Or Emet newcomers  

~ Childcare is available on request ~  

Interested in attending?  Want more information?  

Contact Richard Logan, President president-1@oremet.org 

mailto:clairehpress@aol.com
mailto:broadwayturtle@yahoo.com
mailto:president-1@oremet.org
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Caring Circle 
Joan Barnett and Faith Oremland 

 

 

This is an adaptation of an article that appeared in 2012 when Or Emet’s Caring Circle was first launched.  We 

thought it might be helpful for our readers to be reminded of or learn for the first time why we implemented 

Caring Circle. 
 
Or Emet, consistent with its culture of compassion and concern, has established Caring Circle to provide 

comfort and support to members who are ill, homebound, isolated, going through life transitions and/or are 

otherwise in distress.  
 
The goal of Caring Circle is to bring the message of caring and love from the 

greater Or Emet community to members in need. Caring Circle will provide 

communication through cards, letters, email or telephone calls, visits and 

occasional meals, depending on the circumstances and what is appropriate. All 

member communication will be held in the strictest confidence unless a person 

wishes their information to be shared. 
 
The challenge for Caring Circle is how to identify those members who could benefit from services. We hope 

family, friends and individuals themselves will contact Faith (faitho711@aol.com) or Joan (joan@oremet.org) 

with information about members needing help. 
 

We look forward to serving you.  
 

 

 

Calling all Theatre Lovers 
Submitted by Jane Katz 

 

A reminder that at 7:30 pm on May 23 at the Mpls. Sabes JCC, Barbara Brooks will address Or Emet in what is 

sure to be a dynamic program. Founder and producing artistic director of the Minnesota Jewish Theatre Company, 

Brooks will tell about how she formed the non-profit professional company to enable theatre lovers, Jews and non-

Jews to witness a wide variety of plays on current and often controversial subjects. The MJTC has produced 5 

world premieres and over 40 regional premieres. It has won the Metropolitan Regional Arts Council award for 

artistic excellence and 3 coveted Ivey Awards.  Or Emet members will be offered a discount if they attend the 

current production, The History of Invulnerability, a new play based on a true story of how Superman grew to 

iconic status amidst the chaos of the depression and World War 11. This theatre, says Brooks, allows audiences to 

explore their common struggles and their shared humanity.  

 

 
In tribune to Phil Griffin     

Suzanne & Curtis Leavitt  

 

In memory of Richard Walkoff, Diane Walkoff’s father 

David and Joan Barnett 

 

         

Donations to help cover expenses for St. Stephens dinner  

Stu Abraham 

Natalie Rosinsky 

Edna Bernstein  

     Donations and Contributions 
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PROGRAMS 
 

Sunday, May 18, 2014, 10:00 am– 12:30 at 

Friends School of MN, St. Paul 
Jewish Cultural School meets during the adult program 

Program: The Secrets to “Interfaithless” Relationships  

Parents of Jewish Cultural School children and mem-

bers of the Leadership Team will facilitate discussion. 

Volunteers needed for setup and cleanup. 

 

Friday, May 23, 2014, 7:30 pm at Mpls Sabes 

Jewish Community Center, St. Louis Park 
Humanistic Shabbat Service precedes the program. 

Two more volunteers are needed for setup, cleanup and 

flowers. 

Program: How the Minnesota Jewish Theater Works: 

Entertaining and Educating with Provocative Produc-

tions  
Presenter: Barbara Brooks, Founder and Director of the 

Minnesota Jewish Theater 
Special note: Enjoy a Minnesota Jewish Theater  per -

formance! Or Emet members receive discounted tickets!  

 

Volunteers please email Liza Finestack 

(lfinestack@gmail.com) or Mary (mary@oremet.org) 

 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

Saturday, May 10, 2014, time 5:00 - 7:00 pm at 

the home of Harold Londer and Jan Withers 
Welcome Reception - for new Or Emet members and 

others interested in Or Emet 

For more information, refer to notice on page 7. 

 

Saturdays, May 10 and July 12 2014, 7:00 - 8:30 

pm at St Stephens Human Services Emergency 

Shelter  
In the spirit of Tikkun Olam, Or Emet volunteers pro-

vide and serve dinner for shelter guests.  

 

Sunday, June 8, 2014, 10:00 am – 12:00 noon at 

Lake Nokomis Community Center, Minneapolis 
Or Emet’s Annual Meeting and Election of Executive 

Committee  

For more information, refer to notice below. 

 

Sunday, June 8, 2014, 12 noon – 2:00 pm at 

Lake Nokomis Picnic Pavilion, Minneapolis 
Annual Potluck Picnic - rain or shine 

For more information, refer to notice on back cover. 

 

 

 

Or Emet Programs and Events 
May 2014—June 2014 

 

 

Official Notice: Or Emet Annual Meeting 
Sunday, June 8th 2014     10:00 am – 12 noon 

Lake Nokomis Community Center 2401 East Minnehaha Pkwy, Minneapolis 55417 
 

Agenda includes: 

President's Remarks  

Financial Report with 2014-2015 budget  

Executive Committee, Leadership Team and Committee reports  

Brief Report about the Society for Humanistic Judaism 

Election of 2014-2015 Officers and At-Large Executive Committee Member 
 

After the meeting, head over to the Pavilion for Or Emet’s Annual Potluck Picnic  

See back page for details   
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Or Emet 
1711 Rhode Island Ave. N. 
Golden Valley, MN 55427 

 

After the annual meeting, join us for Or Emet’s Annual Potluck Picnic! 
 

Sunday, June 8th 2014     12:00 noon – 2:00 pm 

Lake Nokomis Picnic Pavilion 2401 East Minnehaha Pkwy, Minneapolis 55417 

 

~~ Rain or Shine ~~ 

 

Watch for information about signing up for the potluck picnic 

 

 

 

. 

 

 


