
These data have shocked the American Jewish world. 
If the trend continues, some are concerned about the 
future of Judaism in this country. Add to that the 
dramatic change in much of the world’s opinion of 
Israel compared to 50 years ago. 
Paul Golin’s webinar presentation identified strategies 
to attract new members during the High Holidays and 
throughout the year. The most important strategy is to 
recognize and warmly welcome visitors. Or Emet’s 
members naturally engage guests because we know that 
the quality of interaction is strongly associated with 
visitors returning after an initial visit.  
Interestingly, the rabbi is also a key to the evaluation 
process of potential members. Since Or Emet does not 
have a rabbi (yet!), those of us in leadership roles must 
understand the significance of our positions.  
Our challenge is to spread the word that Or Emet is a 
community open to those who are Jewish and secular. 
We do this by offering high quality programs to help 
new members and their families connect with their 
Jewish heritage. A moving example is presented in Ben 
Drucker’s article What Humanistic Judaism Means to 
Me (on page 9). Ben describes his family’s discovery of 
Or Emet, his highly meaningful bar mitzvah, his solid 
identification with Humanistic Judaism, and his sense 
of belonging within Or Emet. 

work together and 
try to understand 
the challenges of 
Jewish life in the 
twenty-first century 
and beyond. 

To help prepare Society for Humanistic Judaism (SHJ) 
communities for the High Holidays, I recently 
participated in a webinar, led by Paul Golin, executive 
director of SHJ. The webinar’s focus was engaging 
newcomers — how do we attract and keep new 
members?  
This marketing focus is a reaction to demographic data 
showing rapid assimilation sweeping through every 
branch of Judaism (except Orthodox). The 2013 Pew 
Research Center study showed an intermarriage rate of 
58% for Jews married in 2013, compared to a rate of 
17% for Jews married before 1970. For younger Jews, 
it has become more Jewish to marry a non-Jew than 
another Jew! Among millennials (born after 1980), 
despite identifying themselves as Jewish, 32% describe 
themselves as having no religion. Jane Eisner, editor-
in- chief of the The Jewish Daily Forward called the 
results “devastating…I thought there would be more 
American Jews who cared about religion.” 

Alan Cooperman, director of religion research at the 
Pew Research Center, succinctly states, “It is very 
stark. Older Jews are Jews by religion. Younger Jews 
are Jews of no religion. These Jews of no religion, not 
surprisingly, have low numbers of Jewish children.”

Pew Research Center Study: A Portrait of Jewish Americans

We must constantly learn from each other as we
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It’s that time of year again: the dog days of summer are waning, the days are getting 
shorter, and before we know it we will be in the midst of fall. For our Jewish ancestors, 
fall was a time of introspection and renewal. The High Holidays have always been a 
time to look back at where we have been and forward to where we are going. The 
overarching themes are change and growth. Or Emet this year is no exception. 

Eva Cohen, who has run our Jewish Cultural School (JCS) for the last five years, will 
be stepping down from her role as director to pursue rabbinic certification with the 
International Institute for Secular Humanistic Judaism. We are very excited for Eva. 
This will be an enriching experience both for Eva personally and for our community, 
as she has agreed to work alongside Madrikh Harold Londer in various leadership 
roles. Long-time Or Emet member Arty Dorman will be replacing Eva as JCS director. 
Arty brings extensive educational experience and enthusiasm to his new role, as well 
as many years of being a very active volunteer; we are pleased to have Arty lead our 
school program. 

Another new addition to the Or Emet Executive Committee is Vice President Scott 
Chazdon. A sociologist by training, Scott is a self-described “wondering and 
wandering Jew” who has, with his family, wandered back to Or Emet after a hiatus of a 
few years. He has jumped right back into active member mode: Scott facilitated one of 
our post-election listening sessions and is this year’s lead for the High Holidays. 

Replacing Lisa Gardner-Springer as co-president of the Executive Committee is Anna 
Burnstein Gillette. Anna shared, “I am very excited to take on a leadership role in the 
community that has been so welcoming to me since I relocated to Minnesota from 
Canada five years ago. I look forward to working with Co-President Janet Mayer in 
leading Or Emet through the 2017-18 season.” Anna has already shown fine leadership 
skills during this summer’s busy planning process. 

In an interview published last fall in the Humanorah, SHJ’s new Executive Director 
Paul Golin described his vision for Humanistic Judaism: “One word is emblazoned in 
my mind from the start: growth.” Paul was not only talking about growth in 
membership numbers but “about a deeper, harder kind of growth, and that is personal 
growth, mission growth, growth in meaning and impact.” 

American Jewry is undeniably in a period of transition so our challenges as a small 
community of Humanistic Jews are:  
   •  How do we define who we are and what we want Or Emet to be in the next three to 
five years?  
   •  We know where we have been. But where are we going?  

We look forward to exploring with you what we envision for Or Emet. 

Co-Presidents’ Message 

Anna Burnstein Gillette and Janet Mayer 
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Jewish Cultural School Update 
by Arty Dorman 

Director of the Or Emet Jewish Cultural School 

Activities are already in motion with the July 29th 
joyful Havdalah service and potluck picnic at Crosby 
Lake Park in Saint Paul. Eva conducted a meaningful 
service with Sarah leading several songs. The event 
ended around a picture-perfect fire, complete with 
roasted marshmallows. It was great to connect with JCS 
families and other Or Emet friends.  
Our first JCS session this year is Sunday, September 10. 
I look forward to welcoming our students, engaging our 
parents, and greeting our other community members. 
As your new JCS director, I want to share my beliefs 
about the program:   
• JCS imparts to our children and youth a positive sense 

of identity with their Jewish heritage, a basic 
knowledge of Jewish history, culture, arts, values, and 
joy in Jewish celebrations.   

• JCS provides this connection within a humanistic 
context: emphasizing the role of human decisions, 
judgments and efforts in making the world what it is, 
and the value of shared responsibility for our 
community and our future.    

• Our program engages students as it fosters inquiry and 
creativity in a safe and respectful environment.   

I am always open to comments from parents and other 
Or Emet members. I also hope many of you will 
become engaged in the school -– volunteering, sharing 
resources, attending JCS programs, mentoring — in 
whatever way works for you. We have terrific teachers, 
but the strength of our school goes beyond that core 
group to include the community that surrounds us.  

It is a great privilege to introduce myself as the new 
director of Or Emet’s Jewish Cultural School (JCS). 
I took the baton from Eva Cohen who as JCS 
director for the past five years nurtured its growth 
and maintained a respectful, stimulating environment 
for learning. Eva set a high bar as JCS director. I will 
do my best to further her accomplishments and to 
continue moving forward.   
Fortunately Eva will continue as a JCS teacher 
working with the bar and bat mitzvah candidate 
groups. Hooray! 
Three other teachers are returning as well.  

Kaplan will teach 
preschoolers (age 

3 and up); 
Coline Roland 
will teach 
grades K and 
1, and Renee 

Dorman  
teach grades 2 - 3.  

Anna Burnstein Gillette 
has given up her teaching role for Or Emet co-
president duties. I am pleased to introduce Julie 
Carey as our newest JCS teacher working with 4th 
and 5th grade students. Sarah Berman-Young will 
continue teaching both music and basic Hebrew to 
each group throughout the year. 

Josh

will

For JCS-related questions, concerns, feedback, and suggestions contact Arty Dorman at school-1@oremet.org 

Havdalah service and potluck
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Highlights were:  
• Hosting our annual new and prospective member brunch 
• Presenting another season of excellent adult programs, including our 2nd annual art fair 
• Developing Shabbat ritual readings and expanding musical selections 
• Providing a three-part Adult Education winter series Outstanding Individuals Through a Humanist Lens 
• Welcoming members and visitors to High Holidays, Passover, Purim, and Hanukkah celebrations   
• Increasing our relationship with the Society for Humanistic Judaism (SHJ), to which we are affiliated, 

with our own Richard Logan now serving as SHJ president 
• Conducting listening sessions to identify Or Emet’s priorities in the wake of the 2016 elections 
• Continuing dedicated Social Justice/Social Action presence with St. Stephen’s Shelter and Listening 

House  
• Volunteering at Second Harvest Heartland 
• Participating in the Twin Cities Pride Festival, helping to co-sponsor the Jewish Family and Children’s 

Services J-Pride booth  
• Updating Or Emet’s website and social media sites 
• Maintaining our public and group Facebook pages for outreach and community discussions 

We have much to celebrate and there is excitement in the air as we plan the congregation’s future.  
With strong membership, friendships, and commitment to Or Emet, we have every reason to expect the 2017-18 
season to be just as wonderful. 

Or Emet Annual Meeting and Picnic June 4, 2017 
Submitted by Janet Mayer 

Or Emet members gathered at Lake Nokomis Community Center 
for our annual meeting and end-of-the-season picnic. In addition 
to approving Or Emet’s budget and endorsing the “State of the 
Congregation” report, members actively participated in 
discussions about security, the Caring Circle program, and a vision  
for launching a three-to-five-year plan with member Eva Cohen  
as she begins graduate studies and rabbinic certification.  
Presidents emeriti Margo Fox and Richard Logan conducted the 
election of the 2017-2018 board.  

To celebrate the season, families shared a delicious potluck lunch with time to chat about the summer ahead and 
highlights of the 2016-17 season.  

Sincere appreciation was also expressed to active members in the Or Emet community for their exemplary work. 

The following officers were selected by unanimous vote: 
  Co-Presidents - Anna Burnstein Gillette and Janet Mayer  
  Vice President - Scott Chazdon 
  Treasurer - Sharon Miller  
  At-Large member - Natalie Rosinsky  
  At-Large member - Tom Wegner (serving 2nd year of term) 

Recognition and appreciation were extended  
— to those leaving their roles: 
  Lisa Gardner-Springer - Co-President  
  Eva Cohen - Jewish Cultural School Director  
  Jack Spencer - Administrative Assistant 
— to those assuming new positions:   
   Arty Dorman - JCS Director  
   Sean Neill - Administrative Assistant 

Eva Cohen and Richard Logan

2017-2018 Executive Committee

Farewell to Eva — JCS director! 
Welcome to Eva — rabbinic intern! 
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Or Emet volunteers at Second Harvest Heartland and St. Stephen’s Shelter.

From the Ground Up: Or Emet Social Justice/Social Action Committee 
Submitted by Arty Dorman, Committee Co-Chair 

It makes sense for us to bring it down to the 
community level.   
The Society for Humanistic Judaism has approved 
several resolutions in response to recent national 
events. For more information visit shj.org. 
Finally, Jewish Community Action is offering free 
day-long training/practice sessions on “deep 
canvassing,” skills that foster dialogue around 
divisive issues with those who don’t share our 
views. It is a strategy proven to move people to 
consider new ways of looking at issues. Sessions 
are scheduled on August 6, September 10, October 
15 and November 5. To register visit 
jewishcommunityaction.org/events. 
As the new year gets underway we are searching 
for a different time and place for SJ/SA meetings. 
If you are an active committee member — or 
would like to be — please send suggestions to me/
Arty arty@oremet.org or Co-Chair Claire Press. 
We look forward to working together on behalf of 
the entire Or Emet community to engage in social 
justice/social action work.  

A community working together 
makes an amazing difference.

distribution to neighborhood food shelves and shelters. 
We will set up more Second Harvest dates in the new 
year. At our second event we provided a hearty dinner 
for the guests at St. Stephen’s Shelter. Thanks to all who 
pitched in with food, funds for purchases, and serving. 
Our next St. Stephen’s dinner is Saturday, October 28. 
We also continue collecting items for Listening House 
guests — personal care items, gloves, hats, and warm 
socks. No large clothing items, please.  
We have connected with the Minnesota Citizens United 
for Separation of Church and State for opportunities to 
work together on our common goals. The Society for 
Humanistic Judaism (SHJ) has established a partnership 
with the national Citizens United organization. 

Or Emet’s Social Justice/
Social Action Committee 
has kept busy through 
the summer with 
community service 
events. Or Emet 
members packaged food 
at Second Harvest 
Heartland for

mailto:arty@oremet.org
mailto:arty@oremet.org
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My Journey to Becoming a Rabbi — Eva Cohen
Becoming a rabbi has been a dream of mine since I was a teenager. Starting humanistic 
rabbinical training is incredibly exciting. I want to share more about the process as well as 
how I’ll be serving Or Emet as a rabbinic intern this program year. 
In September I’ll be entering the Master of Arts in Classical and Near Eastern Studies 
program at the University of Minnesota Twin Cities. I will be following the “Religions in 
Antiquity” sub-plan, likely concentrating on Hebrew Bible and ancient Near East or 
ancient Judaism. Completing an accredited master’s degree in Judaic Studies (or an 
approved equivalent) is an ordination requirement for the International Institute for Secular 

Humanistic Judaism (IISHJ) Rabbinic Program. Other ordination requirements include 60 credit hours of IISHJ 
graduate seminars, a one-year internship in a Secular Humanistic Jewish community, and a rabbinic thesis. I 
have completed two IISHJ Rabbinic Program courses, and as this article goes to press I’m wrapping up my 
formal application to that program. The Rabbinic Program primarily involves web seminar-based learning, 
allowing students to pursue their master’s degree studies simultaneously. 
It will be an honor to co-lead Or Emet High Holidays services with our Madrikh Harold Londer this fall, and to 
lead or co-lead many other Or Emet services over the course of the year. As a part of my rabbinic internship, 
I’m also excited to share what I’m studying in upcoming Illuminator articles, to deliver an adult education 
program for the congregation, and to give a presentation in the broader community. 
I appreciate Or Emet’s decision to provide $600 of funding for my rabbinic education expenses this year. I want 
to make a significant contribution to Or Emet that showcases what having a rabbi could offer the congregation. 
Through my work as director/teacher in Or Emet’s Jewish Cultural School, I’ve learned how meaningful, fun, 
and important it is to provide Humanistic Jewish education, ritual and cultural opportunities, and a supportive 
community to the youth and families we serve. I’m eager to build on those experiences and to help provide 
engaging educational, ritual, and cultural opportunities for the broader Or Emet community!

As an artist as well as a writer, Susan combines artwork and story, capturing the emotional responses of her 
subjects and the visual elements that accompanied their stories. Out of this process she creates artwork on their 
stories, exploring their words through image and creating a multi-layered storytelling experience.  
Susan notes that she was intrigued with the topic of identity as she sought to explore her own connection to the 
larger Jewish community as a secular Jew. Her original focus was on identity and legacy, but she soon realized 
that it was also largely an immigration story.  
Susan is partnering with the Jewish Historical Society of the Upper Midwest in publishing the book. The 
project received support from the Minnesota Historical Society through the Minnesota Arts and Cultural 
Heritage Fund. Susan will be participating in a number of events in conjunction with the book. Visit 
wespokejewish.com for details. 

We Spoke Jewish: A Legacy in Stories 
A book by Susan Weinberg 

In October, Susan Weinberg will be publishing the book, We Spoke 
Jewish: A Legacy in Stories. Based on interviews with elders at Sholom 
Home, the book explores the stories of three waves of Jewish immigrants 
of the 20th century: from the immigrant communities of the early part of 
the century, to the Holocaust survivors who immigrated after WWII, to the 
immigrants from the former Soviet Union in the latter part of the century. 
Together they speak the Jewish of language, memory, and culture — all 
elements that help to form and perpetuate Jewish identity. 

Eva Cohen

Susan Weinberg

http://wespokejewish.com/
http://wespokejewish.com/
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In memory of Eugene Malkis (Allan Malkis’ father)  
    Paul Petzschke and Janet Mayer 
In memory of Genie Weisman (Barbara and Susan Weisman’s mother)  
    Paul Petzschke and Janet Mayer 
    David and Joan Barnett 

In honor of the birth of Sadie Elizabeth, granddaughter of Harold Londer and Jan Withers, 
with congratulations to Sadie’s parents, Noah and Pam  
    Paul Petzschke and Janet Mayer 
In honor of Richard and Carol Logan’s recent birthdays   
    David and Margo Fox      

Donations 

Don in Henry IV

Don Larsson writes about Returning to the Source Within 
Returning to acting after retirement, I chose the word “descent” as my personal goal — “diving 
in” to a play, a character, and myself. As the “9th Juror” in 12 Angry Men, I’ve had to understand 
how a timid “old man” gets the courage to bluntly confront a racist. In Henry IV, Part 1, I’ve 
had to descend into the political and personal motives of a would-be rebel lord with a hotheaded 
son.  Acting offers an opportunity to discover something about others and about oneself — the 
“light within” each of us. I hope to continue my descent toward that light. 
Stay tuned about Don’s upcoming acting roles. 

Member News

Molly Wilbur-Cohen, Or Emet member, is performing with the Womenperformhers chamber music ensemble 
on November 18 at 2:00 pm at Unity Church Unitarian, 733 Portland Ave., St. Paul.  
Susan Weinberg is co-presenting a class on Jewish genealogy Exploring Your History: Sharing Your Story 
through Adath Jeshurun from September through April. Topics include search engines, documents, Holocaust 
records, finding European records, and telling your story. There will be two site visits to explore genealogy 
resources. Further information and the link to register can be found at wespokejewish.com. 
Liza Finestack will be at the Minnesota State Fair Driven to Discover Research Facility (D2D) conducting a kid 
talk study for children ages 3-9. D2D brings University of Minnesota researchers into closer contact with the 
community and allows fairgoers to participate in research in a fun, innovative, and convenient way. Liza will be 
at the D2D facility 9 am-2 pm on 8/24, 8/27, 8/28, 9/2, 9/4. More information is available at d2d.umn.edu. 

Another Year of Minnesota State Fair Award-Winning Art 
With Crop Artists Laura Melnick and Mark Dahlager  

Mark Dahlager 
Laura Melnick Potus the Tortoise 

by Laura Melnick
Recipe for Disaster 
 by Mark Dahlager 

Creating amazing crop art continues to be a 
family affair for Laura and Mark! Their 
entries receive high level ribbons every year. 
In addition to excellent technique and artistry, 
their work features ingenious commentary. 
As in the past, Laura’s art was awarded the 
coveted Best of Show purple ribbon. 
Mark’s piece was awarded third prize. 

In honor of David Fox’s special birthday 
    David and Joan Barnett 

http://wespokejewish.com/
http://d2d.umn.edu
http://wespokejewish.com/
http://d2d.umn.edu
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Is There a Humanist Take on the Book of Life? 
Submitted by Naomi Rockler-Gladen 

During Or Emet’s High Holidays services, a congregant is invited to give a humanist interpretation of the story 
of Abraham and Isaac. This is a challenge, as this story of blind obedience to authority doesn’t easily mesh with 
humanistic values. Nonetheless, we do the exercise every year as a way of connecting to our historical heritage 
as Jews. 

As the High Holidays approach, there’s another traditional religious “story”: the Book of Life. Some form of 
this passage is read during the High Holidays at most traditional Jewish services: 
On Rosh Hashanah it is written and on Yom Kippur it is sealed:  
How many shall leave this world and how many shall be born into it, who shall live and who shall die, who 
shall perish by fire and who by water, who by sword and who by beast, who by hunger and who by thirst, who by 
earthquake and who by plague, who shall rest and who shall wander, who shall be at peace and who shall be 
tormented, etc.  
But Penitence, Prayer and Good Deeds can annul the Severity of the Decree. 

As a child, this creeped me out. God has a book that says who’s going to die? And if you don’t get the “good 
deeds” part right, your odds decrease? This sounded to me like a particularly sadistic version of Santa’s Naughty 
or Nice list. It also sounds like a lot of writing. Does God fill in everyone’s Book of Life personally, or does he 
have elves? 

But is there anything humanistic we can take from this? 

One thing is to simply hold reverence for the history and instinct from which this comes. It’s a seemingly 
contradictory message: God is in charge of everything, and yet, humans control their destiny by “good deeds.” 
And yet both sentiments have given humans comfort when dealing with the unknown, especially death. Our 
ancestors had little scientific information about illness, and thus it was comforting to attribute things like 
“plague” to God — while also giving humans some agency.  

Another take is to consider the degree to which our own Book of Life is not autobiographical. We like to think 
we’re responsible for our destiny—and we are, somewhat. But many societal factors influence who we are. 
Class, race, gender, genetics, environmental conditions, just plain old luck—they all matter quite a bit. When we 
understand better as a society that destiny is not all about personal responsibility, we can work together to 
improve conditions for everyone. 

There’s also the more simple Book of Life message: being good matters. Sure, it’s irrational to believe that good 
deeds can ward off death and misfortune. But in a metaphorical sense, when we take seriously the High Holiday 
commandment that we make amends for misdeeds and work on tikkun olam, we can improve our lives and the 
lives of others. 

So, may you be inscribed in whatever book you want to be inscribed within. Have a happy, healthy, productive, 
meaningful 5778! 

Original Member Articles
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What Humanistic Judaism Means to Me 
Submitted by Bennett (Ben) Drucker 
“Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha'olam asher kid’shanu b'mitz'votav v'tzivanu l'had'lik neir shel 
Shabbat!” my father belted out while lighting the candles. This short blessing was one of my first Jewish 

memories. Even though I didn’t know what the words meant, I certainly connected them to 
Judaism. As I grew up, I would ask, “What does this blessing mean?” My parents explained 
that the blessings had to do with things that weren’t necessarily real or things that didn’t 
necessarily happen. The same applied to the services that we semi-regularly attended at our 
local — Conservative — synagogue in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. We attended these services in 
hopes of experiencing tradition and cultural identity, rather than to worship a God. But as the 
years went on, the chasm widened between our beliefs and the synagogue’s. Questions also 
started to emerge. “Am I going to have a bar mitzvah?” “Is there 
a way to separate tradition and culture from God and from rote 
religious texts?” In short, we were “wondering Jews.” 

After a bit of research, our questions were answered with 
Humanistic Judaism. And after one visit to the Or Emet congregation in the Twin 
Cities, we knew it was the place for us. It felt so freeing to be able to be a part of a 
congregation where we didn’t need to pin “disclaimers” to everything that was 
said. Or Emet also made me realize that, in fact, I did want to have a bar mitzvah 
— a bar mitzvah that could be tailored to my interests — one that was meaningful.  
And meaningful it was: I used art as a channel in which to present my connection 
to cultural Judaism. I selected six pieces of art from Jewish artists, and described 
how each represented important Jewish themes and values. For example, the work 
“Fallen Leaves,” a stark exhibit at the Jewish Museum in Berlin, alludes to the Holocaust. It exemplifies the 
Jewish themes of remembrance and resilience. 
After my bar mitzvah, there was no question in my mind about continuing to attend Or Emet events. My 
connection to Humanistic Judaism and growth within its community became integral to my life. During my bar 
mitzvah training, I created rich relationships with many Or Emet members, especially with my teacher, Eva 
Cohen. Her mentorship throughout the bar mitzvah process not only guided me educationally, but created a 
strong friendship. Since my bar mitzvah, four years ago, the same has happened with many Or Emet members. I 
am hopeful these will be lifelong connections.  
More relationships developed through my position as helper with the “middles” class (ages 6-9) at the Or Emet 
Jewish Cultural School. Not only is it fun to help out with a younger generation, but it is interesting to view 
children’s perspectives on Judaism and humanism.  
Or Emet continues to captivate me because of the sense of cultural identity it provides. Without Or Emet, I could 
not establish my connection to Judaism. The humanistic movement allows me to experience the cultural and 
traditional aspects of Judaism while staying in the bounds of logic and reason. Or Emet perfectly suits these 
needs, and fulfills a sense of community with like-minded people. Finally, I have found my place.

New Or Emet Photo Site Coming 
You have probably seen Sonny Taylor shooting photos at Or Emet events. Now, members will 
be able to easily access Sonny’s photos on a new private website. And, you should know, this 
site is not searchable from the Internet.  

Each time a new group of Sonny’s photos becomes available, a link will be shared with members. In addition 
to viewing and downloading the photos, members can also request that any photo(s) be deleted by contacting 
Sonny at sonnyt234@gmail.com. 
Thank you, Sonny! 

Ben Drucker

mailto:sonnyt234@gmail.com
mailto:sonnyt234@gmail.com


Sherwin Wine and Karl Marx 
Submitted by Howard Schneider 
Our Jewish heritage is a wondrous latticework of disparate thought and unexpected connections.  
In the 1960s Rabbi Sherwin Wine sought to develop a Judaism without God. One emphasis is that we manage 
the highs and lows of our lives, not by dependence on a mysterious being, but by our personal capabilities and 
relationships with others. An oft-heard central expression of Humanistic Judaism created by Rabbi Wine is: 
Where is my light? My light is in me. 
Where is my hope? My hope is in me. 
Where is my strength? My strength is in me — and in you. 
About 100 years before Rabbi Wine began his journey, Karl Marx engaged in a critique of capitalism. With 
many interpreters, including the “Frankfurt school,” we understand that capitalism, while a force for economic 
development, also creates misery and exploitation. We also observe that even the deepest expressions of our 
humanity — artistic, spiritual, and intellectual activities — are transformed into commodities subject to the 
marketplace.  
Recently, I purchased my first tablet — an Amazon Fire. I really like it and finally began using Alexa, the voice-
activated “personal assistant” who remarkably answers questions and performs tasks using the tablet’s apps.  
I decided to put Alexa to a test with one very challenging question.  
Howard: Where is my light? 
Alexa: Please visit Amazon.com to track or manage your orders.  
Rabbi Wine, please meet Karl Marx.  
By the way, for those of you who use Siri, what does she say? 

Simchas and Tsuris (Joys and Concerns)
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Ben Drucker has again been selected for the Wisconsin State High School Honors Music Project 
in 2017. He also received the honor in 2016. After a demanding summer music camp, the honors 
ensembles perform in October during the Wisconsin Music Educators Association Conference in 
Madison. Ben is a senior at Memorial High School in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. His article What 
Humanistic Judaism Means to Me is on page 9 in this issue of the Illuminator.

Ben Drucker

Louise Jones’ sister Rhoda Onofri died on June 5, just eight months after her other sister Sally Brandau died. 
Louise adds “for my husband, Roger, an only child, they were his beloved sisters, too. For 60 years, Rhoda was 
the matriarch in our family — our mother having died in 1957.” 

Nitsan Ben-Gal and John Nguyen are pleased to announce the birth of their son Daniel on May 24. 
Mazel tov Nitsan and John!  

Jane Katz has watercolor paintings displayed in Gallery 5004’s summer show. Jane says, “I am 
honored to be included in this unique gallery which features sculpture and painting by 20th and 21st 
century artists.” Gallery 5004 is in Robbinsdale, MN. 

Arty and Coleen Dorman’s son and daughter recently achieved career (and life) milestones.  
Renee completed requirements at Hamline University for a MN license to teach English Language Learners 
(grades K-12) and will begin teaching at St. Paul Johnson High School. Renee is also a teacher in Or Emet’s 
Jewish Cultural School. Jonathan graduated from the University of MN School of Veterinary Medicine. He and 
his wife Chrissy have relocated to Des Moines, Iowa, where Jonathan has a position with Hy-Line International 
and Chrissy will pursue a Ph.D. in Nutrition Science at Iowa State University. 

Jane Katz

Barbara and Susan Weisman’s mother, Genie Weisman, died May 16 in Minneapolis. We extend condolences 
to Genie’s family — Barbara, son-in-law Tom Wegner, grandson Sam, Susan and granddaughter Lili. 
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From the Executive Director, Society for Humanistic Judaism

Intermarriage is the Wrong Bogeyman 
Submitted by Paul Golin 

During nearly two decades working on issues of Jewish intermarriage, I’d 
sometimes hear the lament that Jews who marry non-Jews are “lost to the 
Jewish people.”  

I always thought it was an odd suggestion, that I was lost 
because I intermarried. It was odd not only because I’m 
still here, working in the organized Jewish community, but 
because if the Jewish community lost me at all, it wasn’t when I finally married at age 36. It 
was a full quarter-century earlier when — at Jewish summer camp of all places — I realized 
I’m an atheist. 

By age eleven, the liturgy about a God who punishes the wicked and rewards the good had 
become unbearable, primarily because I knew my grandmother. I knew what she experienced 
during the Holocaust, that she lost her parents, her siblings, her children. I knew she couldn’t 
possibly have done anything wicked enough to deserve such suffering. And, certainly, nothing 
her infants could’ve done merited their own divine retribution. 

I’m aware of the nuance in the Jewish understanding of reward and punishment; the writers of the Bible 
themselves struggled with it. It’s part of a wonderful 3,000-year-old conversation that continues to this day and 
provides meaning to those who want to grapple with it on deep philosophical levels, myself included. 

Nevertheless, synagogues represent the largest segment of the organized Jewish community. And what almost 
all synagogues ask of us is to come together and read aloud statements we know to be untrue, with little to no 
acknowledgement that most of us simply don’t buy it. 

The Pew Survey of American Jewry in 2013 (A Portrait of Jewish Americans) found that 66% of Jews do not 
believe in God with “absolute certainty,” compared to only 32% of our fellow Americans. This is a crisis of 
faith. It’s been happening for decades. Why isn’t it on the Jewish communal agenda? 

Instead, intermarriage is the bogeyman. Fear of the 52% intermarriage rate identified by the 1990 Jewish 
Population Study launched a billion dollars of “continuity crisis” initiatives. Most of that programming hoped to 
encourage young Jews to meet and marry other Jews. But after a decade of frenzied activity, the 2001 National 
Jewish Population study showed nary a dent in the intermarriage rate. By 2013, the Pew survey found many 
more intermarried than in-married households in the United States.  

There’s no question that the way Jews participate in Jewish life is changing. The mistake is to blame 
intermarriage itself as a cause of the change. Intermarriage is a result — a result of the same sweeping societal 
forces that are affecting many other aspects of American life, including secularization; multiculturalism; 
increased school/work/neighborhood options; and, for American Jews, acceptance, equality, and admiration. 

So why do the naysayers still have a platform? Marginalizing the intermarried while simultaneously blaming 
them for not participating is certainly easier than looking inward at how effective our communal responses have 
been to the actual underlying trends. 

Most of us who’ve moved past a because-God-is-watching rationale for Jewish activities have also moved 
toward a universalism of mankind that is post-ethnic and post-tribal. When there’s no magical “Jewish gene” to 
perpetuate, Judaism must be about meaning and benefit. And if Judaism is meaningful and beneficial, why 
would we limit it to just Jews? 

Excerpted from an article originally printed in the New York Jewish Week on July 11, 2017 

There’s no question that the way 
Jews participate in Jewish life is 
changing. The mistake is to 
blame intermarriage itself as a 
cause for the change.

Paul Golin

http://www.pewforum.org/2013/10/01/chapter-4-religious-beliefs-and-practices/
http://jewishweek.timesofisrael.com/intermarriage-is-the-wrong-bogeyman/
http://www.pewforum.org/2013/10/01/chapter-4-religious-beliefs-and-practices/
http://jewishweek.timesofisrael.com/intermarriage-is-the-wrong-bogeyman/


SHABBAT PROGRAMS 
Programs meet at the Sabes Jewish Community 
Center, 4330 South Cedar Lake Rd, St. Louis Park 
The programs include a brief Humanistic Shabbat     
service and oneg reception. 

Friday, October 13 at 7:30 pm 
Program: The Literary Bob Dylan 
An audio-illustrated presentation based on a class 
that Ms. Krieg created and teaches. 
Presenter: Katelin Krieg, Ph.D. candidate in 
English at the University of Minnesota 
Friday, November 17 at 7:30 pm 
Program: Crossing Borders: How US Government 
Policies Contribute to Mexican and Central 
American Migration 
Presenters: Michal Moskow, faculty member at 
Metro State and Hamline Universities  
Linda O’Malley, faculty member at Metro State 
University. 
Both Michal and Linda were participants in a 
Witness for Peace delegation to Mexico. 

SATURDAY, December 9 at 10:00 am 
Program: In the Shadow of the Acropolis 
Presenter: Laura Zelle, director, Teaching 
Tolerance at Jewish Community Relations Council. 
Laura will speak about her film which recounts the 
history of her family and other Greek Jews caught 
up in the Holocaust.  

SUNDAY PROGRAMS 
Sunday programs are at the St. Paul Talmud Torah,  
768 Hamline Ave. South, St. Paul    
Adult programs meet from 10:00 am -12:30 pm 
(concurrently with Jewish Cultural School classes).  
September 10 
Program: Contemporary Israeli Cinema 
Presenter: Don Larsson, Or Emet member and 
emeritus professor of English, Minnesota State 
University, Mankato  
October 8 
Program: Jewish Resistance During the Holocaust 
Discussion Leader: Howard Schneider, retired after a 
career working for non-profit agencies and county 
government, Or Emet member 
November 5 
Program: The Golmah Project: Seeking Justice in 
Jewish Spirituality 
Presenter: Cia Sautter, Ph.D. is an actor, dancer, 
storyteller, author and teacher. Using performance and 
dicussion her presentation will include excerpts from 
Golmah, a feminist re-imaging of the Golem story  
weaving in ideas of tikkun olam from Kabbalah. 
December 3 
Program and presenter TBD   
When available, information will be on Or Emet’s 
website calendar at oremet.org. 
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 September to December 2017    Programs

The Literary Bob Dylan   Or Emet program   October 13, 2017 
Submitted by Jane Katz

Two years ago, Ph.D. candidate in English, Katelin Krieg, pitched the idea of 
a class on Bob Dylan to the University of Minnesota’s English department. A 
year ago, when the Duluth troubadour, known lovingly to many of us as 
Bobby Zimmerman, won the Nobel Prize for Literature, Krieg's course 
appeared in the catalog of the College of Liberal Arts. Krieg's objective is to 
introduce students to this "giant of American culture." She takes students on 
walking tours of Dinkytown where Dylan lived, hung out, and studied. 

Ms. Krieg focuses on the poetic forms Dylan used, the influence of major literary figures on his work, as well 
as on political forces that helped shape him. 
Now completing graduate work at the University of Minnesota, Ms. Krieg specializes in nineteenth-century 
literature and science. She also explores the way literature interacts with other forms of art and knowledge, 
including music. Ms. Krieg’s Or Emet presentation will be highlighted by songs of Bob Dylan.

Reminder! We collect personal care items for clients at Listening House, a St. Paul drop-in center.  
Donations are gratefully accepted at all Friday and Sunday programs.

http://oremet.org
http://oremet.org


Special Events

St. Stephen’s Shelter dinner    October 28   7-8:30 pm 
 In the spirit of tikkun olam, Or Emet volunteers provide and serve dinner to shelter guests. 
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Outstanding Individuals Through A Humanist Lens 
January 27, February 10, March 24, April 28, 2018 

Details to follow

Or Emet Adult Education Series   
~Free and open to the public~

Save the dates! 

In keeping with High Holiday tradition, Or Emet will collect food (+other) donations at all High Holiday services. 
Non-perishable items will be shared with Hallie Q. Brown Community Center.  
Most needed: canned meat, peanut butter, dry beans, rice, personal hygiene/feminine care items, bathroom tissue. 

All Or Emet High Holiday Events (except Tashlich) are at the Sabes Jewish Community Center, St. Louis Park
Kol Nidre Service  
Friday, September 29, 7:00 pm 
Yom Kippur Service  
Saturday, September 30, 4:00 pm 
Break-the-fast Potluck  
At conclusion of the Yom Kippur service  

Rosh Hashanah Service  
Wednesday, September 20, 7:00 pm 
Oneg following the service  
Rosh Hashanah Tashlich Service and Potluck  
Thursday, September 21, 10:30 am, location TBA

OR EMET 2017 HIGH HOLIDAY EVENTS    Details on back cover

Or Emet Hanukkah Party
Saturday, December 16, 2017   5:00 pm – 7:30 pm
at the Neighborhood House at Wellstone Center 
179 Robie Street East, St. Paul

• Menorahs, dreidels, gelt, games and a light potluck buffet with latkes
• Hanukkah music and singing
• Special entertainment by Jewish Cultural School children 
• Humanistic candle-lighting
• Free attached parking
Watch your inbox for RSVP link. Reservations are required. 

A fun family party!



250 Turners Crossroad South 
Apt 324
Golden Valley, MN 55416

Services are at the Sabes Jewish Community Center, 4330 South Cedar Lake Rd, St. Louis Park 
• Everyone is welcome. Services are free: no tickets are needed.  
• Donations are gratefully accepted! 
• For further information, email highholidays@oremet.org 
• Non-perishable food/personal items will be collected at all services. Additional information on p. 13. 

Erev Rosh Hashanah — Wednesday, September 20, 7:00 pm 
Tashlich — Thursday, September 21, 10:30 am (location TBA) 
Kol Nidre — Friday, September 29, 7:00 pm 
Yom Kippur — Saturday, September 30, 4:00 pm 
Break-the-Fast at conclusion of Yom Kippur service (RSVP link coming) 

Or Emet 2017/5778 High Holiday Services and Events

mailto:highholidays@oremet.org
mailto:highholidays@oremet.org

