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Madrikh Message             

Tikkun Olam 
by Harold Londer

As part of Or Emet’s bar/bat mitzvah program, each 
candidate is required to perform an act of tzedakah 
(charity) and tikkun olam (healing the world). The 
tzedakah component might include participating with 
Or Emet volunteers to provide and serve dinner at St. 
Stephen’s Shelter or visiting a nursing home. The 
tikkun olam activity might be picking up trash along a 
waterway or participating in a political rally. 
On a July afternoon two bar/bat mitzvah students, Eva 
Cohen (our school director), and I met with Nora 
Kasher to discuss Black Lives Matter. Nora is 
a political activist formerly with Jewish 
Community Action. Her passion was 
clear. She encouraged participation in 
demonstrations throughout the Twin 
Cities, some quite controversial, 
blocking highways and snarling traffic. 
I watched Eva and the young teens. I 
listened as each student was asked to 
respond and discuss their interactions 
with minorities. I wondered what their 
parents would think of this session. Was it 
right to encourage these young people to 
“break the law?”  
Or Emet since its inception has had a strong interest 
in social action. Many members have lifetime  
commitments to these issues. The Jewish community 
also has a long history of supporting these causes. 
Recently, however, the politics of American Jewry has 
become increasingly diverse, spanning left wing  
activists to conservative business elite. Or Emet 
members include “red diaper babies,” children of 
NYC  communists, as well as those who are more 
centrist, and yes, even some Republicans.   
Any discussion of Or Emet and social action must 

reference Zev Aelony, a long-time Or Emet member 
who died in 2009. In the early 60s Zev traveled to the 
deep South “fighting” for the rights of blacks. Zev 
was arrested and jailed in Jackson, MS, involved in a 
hunger strike and jailed in Southern Georgia with a 
charge of “insurrection” (a capital offense!). I fondly 
remember long walks with Zev and, though ill and 
failing, his passion for social justice still burned.  
(See Zev Aelony on Wikipedia.) 
The obvious question is why, after so many years of 

street marches and protests, there is no 
improvement on so many social issues, 
particularly racial and financial. In 2011 
the “Occupy” movement generated 
worldwide  demonstrations against 
economic disparities. Eventually over 
2500 cities had “occupied” public 
spaces. The “takeover” in the financial 
district in New York City was major 

news for weeks. Fifteen years later, 
global wealth is more concentrated than 

ever with the top 1% owning as much as the 
other 99% combined. However, studies suggest 

that participation in these public events is more about 
making the participant feel good than about truly 
helping with the issue at hand, a somewhat sobering 
thought (see Why Street Protests Don’t Work, in The 
Atlantic, April 7, 2014). 
So my message to the bar/bat mitzvah students, and to 
all of us, is to concentrate on what comes AFTER the 
march. What can we learn from the rich legacies of 
family, friends, teachers and community? Participate 
in that march if you feel it is beneficial, but always 
ask: What can we do in our daily lives to achieve true 
healing of the world; true tikkun olam? 



Co-Presidents’ Message 

Janet Mayer and Lisa Gardner-Springer 

  
Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world;          

indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.  —  Margaret Mead 

In the past few months, we have been reeling as tragedy after tragedy appears on our 
screens. The massacres in Nice and Orlando, the horrific unjust deaths of Philando 
Castile in Falcon Heights and Alton Sterling in Baton Rouge and the five police officers 
in Dallas have shocked us to the core. At the same time we are in the midst of a 
presidential election year truly like no other, with candidates from the major parties 
making history for very different reasons. 

The two of us recalled the famous quote from Margaret Mead that leads off this article, 
and we thought immediately of Or Emet and of how our small group of thoughtful and 
committed members are changing the world. This summer alone, members of our 
community… 
• gathered at Second Harvest Heartland to fill bag after bag of potatoes for food   

shelves across the metro area  
• marched and stood proud with Jewish Family and Children Services at Twin Cities     

Pride  
• provided practical assistance and support to members in need 
• protested for police reform in front of the Governor’s mansion  
• fed a nourishing meal to dozens of homeless men at St. Stephen’s shelter  

And this is our off-season! 

In the months ahead, our members young, old and in between will continue to step up 
to change the world and, in the spirit of tikkun olam, repair the world. As part of an 
organized Or Emet effort, or individually, we will work to be sure the coming elections 
are fair and to encourage people to vote; we will collect personal care items for women 
and children in a homeless shelter; we will speak out against injustice; we will feed the 
hungry. Our Friday and Sunday programs will enlighten us on a wide variety of topics 
that help us become better informed Humanistic Jews. Our Jewish Cultural School will 
help the children learn about our shared history, values and culture.  

Together, we are a wonderful and deeply involved community. As co-presidents, we are 
grateful for everything each of you does to make Or Emet stronger, to support our local 
community and to change the world. 
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Jewish Cultural School Update 
by Eva Cohen 

Director of Jewish Cultural School and Juniors Teacher 

The 2016-2017 school year will be my fifth year as 
the school director at the Or Emet Jewish Cultural 
School (JCS). All the usual clichés about time flying 
spring to mind! I really appreciate the opportunity 
I’ve had to work with such a great community of 
students, teachers, parents and awesome Or Emet-
ers of all ages, and I’m excited to begin another year 
of learning, fun and growth together. 
As the school continues to grow, Or Emet wants to 
narrow the student age range in each classroom, 
allowing instruction to be more age-specific. With 
this goal in mind, this year we’re adding a fifth 
class. Here’s a complete listing of JCS classes, 
student ages and teachers— 
  Littles, ages 3-4 — Josh Kaplan 
  K + 1, kindergarten-1st grade — teacher hiring in 

process 
  Middles, 2nd-3rd grade — Renee Dorman 
  Juniors, 4th-5th grade — Anna Burnstein Gilette 
  Bar/Bat Mitzvah Prep, 6th-7th grade — Eva Cohen 
  Rotating Music/Hebrew Specialist  — Sarah 

Berman-Young 
I’m looking forward to introducing our new K + 1 
classroom teacher in September, and I’m delighted 
our great teaching staff from last year is staying 
with JCS. For more about what’s happening in JCS 
classrooms, visit www.oremet.org/category/cultural-
school. 
While this is primarily a time for looking ahead to 
the new school year, I do want to highlight a great 
JCS-wide activity that took place at the end of our

May 2016 session. Students from all classes gathered 
together and, after beginning by discussing values and 
beliefs that we as Humanistic Jews share, we talked 
about love for family, friends, and community as an 
important value. 
Students learned the Hebrew word for love, ahava. 
Then the group looked at a photo of Robert Indiana’s 
iconic 1977 “AHAVA” sculpture, on display at The 
Israel Museum in Jerusalem, and used special Hebrew 
letter (aleph, hey, vet, and hey) stencils to create 2-D 
models of the sculpture. Everyone decorated their 
models creatively with markers, pencils and plenty of 
glitter glue! 
The bar/bat mitzvah group had a busy May followed by 
an active summer, and their activities are also important 
to highlight. Because of scheduling conflicts in 
February-April, three group program activities were in 
May. Along with their mothers and me, students 
attended the Or Emet May Shabbat service and 
program and a performance of the darkly comedic play 
Bad Jews at Minnesota Jewish Theater Company. Our 
madrikh, Harold Londer, joined us for an education 
session about Black Lives Matter that incorporated a 
racial justice-focused conversation training with Nora 
Kassner from Jewish Community Action. Noah 
Lindeman’s bar mitzvah was on July 31, centering on 
an excellent presentation showcasing his family history 
and its connection to Jewish life in the shtetls, Russian 
history, immigration history and American history (see 
page 4). Mazel tov, Noah! Samantha “Sammi” 
Bergren’s bat mitzvah was on August 28. 
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JCS students make ahava art during May 2016 JCS classes

mAs always, you are welcome to contact me at evarosecohen@gmail.com or 651-285-0406 with any JCS-related 
questions or concerns. I’m looking forward to the upcoming school year! 

mailto:evarosecohen@gmail.com
mailto:evarosecohen@gmail.com
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The Das family - Kaushik, Barb and Ronin love traveling abroad, as well as visiting a variety of local 
cultural festivals. They enjoy keeping up with world affairs. Every Sunday, you can find them tuned into CNN's 
Global Public Square, with Fareed Zakaria, taking in his truly remarkable analysis and reading the Sunday New 
York Times Week in Review.

New Member Welcome

Originally from New Jersey, Barbara Cohen moved to California after receiving her bachelor's degree from 
Tufts University. She has two sons, worked for 34 years as an occupational therapist, a special education teacher 
and consultant, and a juvenile detention facility educator. Barbara and her partner, Donald, recently relocated 
from Oceanside, California to live near Barbara’s son and grandchildren (two years, and two months). She began 
participating in Or Emet immediately after leaving her humanistic congregation in San Diego County and 
arriving in Minnesota. Barbara says, “Life in Minnesota is an exciting new adventure!”

Jewish Cultural School News

Noah Lindeman's Bar Mitzvah Presentation — In His Own Words

Noah Lindeman became a humanistic bar mitzvah on July 31, 2016. He has attended 
Or Emet's Jewish Cultural School since 2013, and over the past year he also 
participated in our bar and bat mitzvah program. In this program, which meets an 
additional time each month, Noah and Or Emet's bat mitzvah candidate this year, 
Sammi Bergren, selected and took part in a broad range of Jewish cultural activities as 
well as tzedakah and tikkun olam activities together with program leader Eva Cohen, 
Madrikh Harold Londer, their mothers and other members of the congregation and 
broader community. To prepare independently for his bar mitzvah, Noah completed 
intensive research on a topic of Jewish interest to him, created a presentation based on 
this research and also wrote a humanistic commentary on the parshah (Torah portion) 
corresponding to the week of his bar mitzvah. Here is Noah’s synopsis of his research 
project and presentation.
The topic for my Bar Mitzvah research presentation was my Family History. The first 
part of my presentation was about the Jewish value of family. I told everyone a few 
things about family that are important to me, and about a family history that was 
written by my great-grandmother Mitzi. After that I talked about how the Jewish 
people were all kicked out of western Europe and forced to eastern Europe, the history 
of the Jews in Russia, and the Pale of Settlement. I talked about what life inside the 
Pale of Settlement was like, and also the borders and jobs in the Pale. After that I 
moved on to explaining the pogroms and what they were. After explaining all of Russia 
at the time I moved on to explaining my family, who lived in Russia, in the Pale of 
Settlement and in Kiev. Mitzi's history started with my great-great-great grandparents, 
who were Kalman and Rhoda Shutan, the oldest people in the family history who came 
to America in 1891. They had their daughter Ida Shutan who married David 
Labowitch who are my great-great grandparents. They had their daughter Mitzi who is 
the author of the family history who married Harold Isador. After they got married 
they had their daughter Mary who married Edward Berger. They then had their 
daughter Ami who got married to Brian Lindeman who then had their wonderful kid 
Noah (ME). Lastly I concluded with a comparison between racism in the United 
States now to anti-Semitism in Russia back then. It was amazing how many 
connections I could make between those things. 

Noah Lindeman



Or Emet Annual Meeting and Picnic on June 5, 2016 
Submitted by Janet Mayer and Lisa Gardner-Springer 

As we have for many years, Or Emet members gathered at Lake Nokomis Community 
Center for our annual meeting and end-of-the-season picnic. The meeting began promptly at 
10:00 with a full room of members and prospective members. With the business meeting 
staying on schedule, Or Emet’s budget and “State of the Congregation” endorsed, there was 
ample time for small group discussions. Both Lisa and Janet were 
impressed by how engaged our members were in listening and 
offering their thoughts about the assigned topics. These 
discussions provided valuable feedback for planning the 

upcoming year.  
Margo Fox, Chair of the Nominating Committee, presented the 2016-17 
Executive Committee slate of candidates and Or Emet longtime member,  
Laura Melnick, officiated at the election. 
The following officers were selected by unanimous vote: 
 Co-Presidents:  Lisa Gardner-Springer, Janet Mayer 
 Vice President:   Liza Finestack 
 Treasurer:         Sharon Miller 
 At-Large:           Natalie Rosinsky 
 At-Large:           Tom Wegner 

President Emeritus Richard Logan, who steered Or Emet for four years, 
was recognized for becoming the president of the Society for Humanistic 
Judaism, our affiliating national organization. Recognition was also given 
for exemplary work and sincere appreciation to: 
Joan Barnett, Dan Gladen, Johanna Lester, Claire Press, Natalie Rosinsky, 
Molly Wilbur-Cohen and to our Jewish Cultural School (JCS) staff: Sarah 
Berman-Young, Anna Burnstein, Eva Cohen, Renee Dorman, Ben 
Drucker, Josh Kaplan. 
As always, Or Emet members know how to prepare a wonderful potluck. 
Families enjoyed delicious food, time to chat about the summer ahead and 
highlights of the 2015-16 season.  

Highlights were:  
• Celebrating a bar and bat mitzvah this summer: Noah Lindeman and Sammi Bergren 
• Hosting our annual new and prospective member brunch 
• Adding an additional class for this fall in our Jewish Cultural School (JCS)  

•  Organizing our first-ever weekend seminar with Rabbi Adam Chalom, Dean of the 
International Institute for Secular Humanistic Judaism (IISHJ): “Roots & Routes: The Evolution 
of Secular Humanistic Judaism” 
•  Sponsoring three Or Emet candidates for IISHJ credits toward official leadership positions 
•  Presenting another season of excellent Shabbat and Sunday adult programs, including our 
inaugural art fair 
•  Attracting members and visitors alike to well-attended Passover, Purim, and Hanukkah 
celebrations 
•  Continuing dedicated Social Justice/Social Action presence, serving prepared meals at St. 
Stephen’s Shelter and donating personal care items for Listening House clients 

• Adding a new family volunteer summer food shelf opportunity at Second Harvest Heartland 
• Participating in Pride, helping to co-sponsor the JFCS JPride booth and showing our support 
• Keeping our website and social media updated and working well, thanks to our tech-savvy volunteers 
• Instituting two Facebook pages: one for the broader public to find Or Emet, and another for our members to 

connect and engage in online discussions. 
With strong membership, friendships and commitment to Or Emet there is every reason to expect the 2016-17 
season will be equally wonderful! 
  

2016-2017 Executive Committee

Laura Melnick

Immersed in Annual Meeting activity

Rabbi Chalom
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Social Justice / Social Action survey results 

Very 
important

Somewhat 
important

Not 
important

Do more 
of this

Continue 
the same  
frequency

Do less 
of this

Specific events and 
on-going actions

78% 22% 0% 14% 86% 0%

Disseminating info 
on issues and  
opportunities

67% 33% 0% 29% 71% 0%

Taking positions as a 
congregation

38% 46% 17% 28% 72% 0%

Or Emet social justice/social action project update: 
• Last year’s work with Jewish Community Action and its partners to 
reform the criminal justice system was fruitful with Minnesota’s 
sentencing reforms exceeding our campaign’s hopes. Work remains to 
give those exiting the criminal justice system a second chance to 
become self-sufficient, contributing community members. We will 
discuss ways to continue this in partnership with JCA and welcome 
your ideas. 
• In June, a group of adults and children volunteered at Second Harvest Heartland for a fun, productive session 
packing potatoes into bags. Based on the project’s success, we’ll plan more events; look for announcements. 
• Or Emet volunteers continue to provide and serve supper at  St. Stephen’s Shelter four times each year.  
• We continue to collect personal care items at Shabbat and JCS programs for distribution to Listening House.  

Anyone is welcome to join the Social Justice/Social Action Committee. If you can’t make it to committee 
meetings, you are welcome to send input or questions to Arty Dorman or Claire Press.  

We look forward to an active and meaningful year making a difference in our community and our world.  

From the Ground Up: Or Emet Social Justice/Social Action Committee 
Submitted by Arty Dorman 

To help us reflect on the past work of our Social Justice/Social Action Committee and plan for the year ahead, 
many members completed a survey in the spring. Respondents rated the importance of the three SJ/SA roles: 
1) to plan specific events and ongoing actions for our congregation  
2) to disseminate information about social justice issues and community opportunities  
3) to recommend congregational positions on social justice issues to the Executive Committee 

Or Emet team at Second Harvest Heartland
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— Issues most often mentioned for Or Emet to address were homelessness, 
poverty, and economic inequality; racial disparities, immigrants and refugees.  

— Suggestions for strategies or activities include having postcard writing 
materials at programs, posting notices about protest events, continuing to 
partner with Jewish Community Action and other groups, adding more family-
friendly service activities, extending our work at St. Stephens to programs 
serving women and children and more social justice advocacy. 

A community working together 
makes an amazing difference.



Caring Circle Program Update 
Submitted by Faith Oremland and Joan Barnett 

A member-to-member program, Or Emet’s Caring Circle has provided comfort 
and support to members experiencing difficult life transitions, illness and loss. 
During the past five years several members have provided a wide range of 
practical assistance such as transportation, meals, shopping, friendly visits, 
companionship, finding and accessing community resources, etc. Both the 
volunteer helpers and members receiving services have benefited greatly from 
these caring connections. 

While Caring Circle is a successful bikur cholim (mitzvah of “visiting the sick”) program, the current volunteer 
staff is unable to continue. We no longer have sufficient volunteer resources to offer a high level of service due 
to Or Emet’s small size and reliance on members. 
Even though our organized caring program is changing, Or Emet will always support members as much as 
possible. Please continue to inform Or Emet’s leadership when you or someone you care about is experiencing 
major difficulties. 
Members can look forward to ongoing support through the following:  
 • Member-to-member assistance, when available. 
 • Providing information to access the following Information and Referral (I & R) programs: 

United Way 2-1-1 (formerly First Call for Help) and Senior LinkAge Line are leading Minnesota I & R 
programs designed to connect people with a vast array of services. United Way and Senior LinkAge Line 
provide full-service assistance to address callers’ needs - at no cost. Both are well-established local 
organizations that draw from an extensive community resource database.  
Callers to these organizations can expect to discuss their specific needs with skilled personnel and be 
referred to community resources appropriate to their issues. 

 United Way’s 2-1-1 system 
  From landlines dial 2-1-1  
  From cell phones dial 800.543.7709 
 Minnesota Board on Aging’s Senior LinkAge Line 
  800.333.2433    

Jewish Family and Children’s Services (JFCS)  952.546.0616 
 JFCS offers a wide array of assistance for all ages. In particular, the Senior Services program is designed 

to address the needs of older adults. JFCS Senior Services includes an intake and resource connection,  
in-home services, care coordination, adult day program, transportation, dementia caregiver coaching, 
kosher meals-on-wheels and counseling/mental health support services. 

Members in the Community
Molly Wilbur-Cohen, Or Emet member, will perform Sunday, September 18 at 2:00 pm in the chamber music 
ensemble womenperformhers. The ensemble will accompany Beth Altof, a prominent local soprano soloist, in 
the premiere performance of The Wind Gave Birth To Me to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Minneapolis 
Yiddish Vinkl. This is a collaborative work of chamber music and poetry based on texts of early 20th century 
Yiddish women poets and will also be translated into English. The event will be hosted by the Sabes Jewish 
Community Center, 4330 S. Cedar Lake Road in St. Louis Park. Suggested donation $10. 
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Susan Weinberg, Or Emet member, will present Capturing Your Stories: The 20th Century Jewish Immigrant 
Experience which she presented at this year’s International Jewish Genealogical Conference. The stories are 
told through the eyes of Minnesota elders with video and story. Visit MN Jewish Genealogical Society’s 
website www.mnjgs.org for details about date, time and location. 

http://www.mnjgs.org
http://www.mnjgs.org


Happy 5777:  
Thoughts from the Anne Frank House 
Submitted by Naomi Rockler-Gladen 

Recently, I had the honor of taking my 11-year-old 
daughter to the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam. I 
had been there twenty-one years before as a young, 
single woman. At the time, it was powerful because I 
was compelled to identify with Anne, a young 
woman hiding in a claustrophobic set of rooms from 
the Nazis. 
But this time, the experience was much more 
visceral. This year, I entered the house with my own 
child, who was only a few years younger than Anne. 
I identified immediately with Anne’s parents, who 
were doing everything they could to save their 
children from people who, through some truly 
bizarre and incomprehensible logic, believed they 
deserved to die. Despite their efforts, their children 
were killed. 
My daughter was deeply saddened by the experience; 
she was particularly horrified by footage she saw in 
the museum of stacks of dead bodies at a 
concentration camp. As we left, she wrote something 
in the guest book about being scared about Donald 
Trump connecting bigotry as a first step to genocide. 
And I said to her, “This is one reason I hope you 
always remember who we are.” She nodded. She got 
it. 
There are, I know, Jews out there who don’t get why 
it means so much to me to raise my child Jewish—in 
my own way—when we don’t share the religious 
beliefs that, for many, define Judaism. There are 
those who might wonder why I take her to High 
Holiday services at Or Emet, and why I find these 
services to be of so much value personally.  
For one thing, the people who killed Anne Frank and 
other children during the Holocaust didn’t care 
whether those children lived in homes that were 
traditionally observant.  

But it’s much more than that. To me, an important 
part of being a humanist is knowing about where we 
fit into the great story of humanity. This is our story. 
My family came from Bessarabia and Lithuania and 
the Ukraine, where for hundreds of years they lived 
by the tenets of an ancient culture and religion. They 
came to America and became part of a new culture, 
surrounded by many different kinds of people who 
brought with them their own human stories—and 
that, in turn, has become an integral part of our 
Jewish story.  
As a Jew, it’s important to me to honor Jewish 
traditions like the High Holidays because they are 
such an important part of the Jewish story. As a 
humanist—and, as a modern person just trying to 
make sense of it all—I feel compelled to find ways to 
make these ancient traditions meaningful to my life 
and the human story of today. 
And really, that’s not hard to do at all. Rosh 
Hashanah is all about starting over, of assessing how 
well we did this past year.  It’s about thinking about 
how to be better versions of ourselves, and how to 
show more kindness and compassion to our fellow 
humans. That’s pretty timeless, regardless of how 
one feels about the status of a higher power. Yom 
Kippur is all about reflection and forgiveness—of 
owning up to the times we were not good to others, 
and resolving to do better. All of this is about putting 
down our cell phones and our everyday stresses and 
thinking about our place in the world—which is most 
certainly a humanist goal. 
So, L’Shana Tova, friends! Happy 5777. 
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In Memory of Elie Wiesel 
Submitted by Jane Katz 

I interviewed Elie Wiesel in 1981 for my book ARTISTS IN EXILE (Stein and Day, 1983), which featured life 
stories of emigres and refugees from many fields of the arts. A few excerpts from that life story appear below.  

In his New York City apartment, Wiesel spoke to me with nostalgia of his childhood in Hungary, and then 
recalled his family’s deportation to the camps. He said, “We were ejected, expelled, spit out... It happened all 
over Europe. The Jews were expendable.” 

In Auschwitz, when Wiesel was 15 years old, he watched a sadistic guard attack his dying father, but could do 
nothing. Family members were exterminated in the ovens. He told me that his faith in a just God and a beneficent 
universe was severely tested: 

The horror of the camps casts a shadow over all other events of modern life. We circle around it, trying to 
understand, but in the end the message cannot be shared. I write books, I tell stories. But ultimately, images 
are inadequate. The experience of the last war was so powerful, no words can contain it… 
We thought the Nazi madness was the last madness. But the killing continued and continues in Africa, in 
Vietnam and Cambodia, in Afghanistan…I feel profound empathy for all those who suffer. What can one do? 
I shout, I shake my fist at God over the injustices of the world. This won’t stop the madness, but you never 
know the destiny of one shout. 
We are responsible for one another. Judaism is humanistic. The accent is on Man, not God. My teacher told 
me, “Imagine God at Sinai, giving the Law. You’d expect a lecture on theology. After all, it’s His field. 
Instead He spoke of the most mundane things: do not steal, do not lie, honor your parents. He was concerned 
with human relations.”  
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David and Margo Fox  
   in memory of Wesley Logan, Richard Logan's father  
   in celebration of Alan and Sharon Miller’s 20th anniversary on August 29. 

Elie Wiesel 9/30/28 - 7/2/16
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Upcoming Special Events

Or Emet’s Hanukkah Party 
Saturday, December 17, 2016 from 5 – 7:30 pm 
the Neighborhood House at Wellstone Center  
179 Robie Street East, St Paul 

Come for a fun family party! 

• Menorahs, dreidels, gelt, games and a light potluck buffet with latkes 
• Hanukkah music and singing 
• Special entertainment by Jewish Cultural School children  
• Humanistic candle-lighting 
• Free attached parking 

Watch your inbox for RSVP link. Reservations are required.  

Is money at the root of politics?

David Schultz, Hamline University Political Science Professor, discusses how Citizens United has 
changed the role of money, contributors, the way we contribute and impacted the civic landscape. 

Money, Politics, and Political Corruption in the 2016 Elections

Political Ethics in the 2016 Contest

Or Emet — Minnesota Congregation for Humanistic Judaism
September 9, 2016 — 7:30 to 9 pm at The Sabes Jewish Community Center 4330 Cedar Lake Rd., St. Louis Park
A short Humanistic Jewish Sabbath service precedes the program, which is free and open to the public. 
An Oneg Shabbat reception will follow.

Or Emet’s High Holiday services and events • Details on back cover 
Sunday, October 2, Erev Rosh Hashanah 7 pm 
Monday, October 3, Tashlich Rosh Hashanah 10:30 am 
Tuesday, October 11, Kol Nidre 7 pm 
Wednesday, October 12, Yom Kippur 4 pm 

November 6 from 7-8:30 pm • St. Stephen’s Shelter dinner 
In the spirit of tikkun olam, Or Emet volunteers provide and serve dinner to shelter guests. 



SHABBAT PROGRAMS 
Programs meet at the Sabes Jewish Community 
Center 4330 South Cedar Lake Rd, St. Louis Park 
The programs include a brief Humanistic Shabbat     
service and oneg reception. 

Friday, September 9 at 7:30 pm 
Program: Money, Politics and Political Corruption 
in the 2016 Elections 
Presenter: David Schultz, Hamline University 
Professor of Political Science, author of 100+ articles 
and 30 books including Money, Politics and Political 
Corruption in the 2016 Elections 
Friday, October 28 at 7:30 pm 
Program: Muslim and Jewish Relations 
Presenter: Imam Asad Zaman 
Co-founder of Minnesota Rabbi/Imam Round Table, 
Director of Muslim American Society of MN 
Friday, November 11 at 7:30 pm 
Program: Voice to Vision: Heroes, Not Victims 
In a collaborative program developed by Professor 
Feinberg, survivors of genocide from all over the 
world transform their experiences into art. 
Presenter: David Feinberg, Associate Professor of 
Art, University of Minnesota 

SATURDAY, December 10 at 10:00 am 
Program: Japanese and Jewish Relocation during 
World War II: A Comparison 
Presenters:  
Michal Moskow, Professor of Communication, 
Writing, the Arts and Second Language Learning, 
Metro State University and Hamline University 
Sumiko Otsube, Professor of History, Metro State 
University 
Sally Sudo, The Japanese American Experience 
during World War II, Chair, Speakers Bureau for the 
Twin Cities Japanese American Citizens League and, 
as a child, imprisoned in Japanese-American 
internment camps

SUNDAY PROGRAMS 
Sunday programs are at the Talmud Torah Building  
768 Hamline Ave. South, St. Paul    
Adult programs meet from 10 - 12:30 (concurrently 
with Jewish Cultural School classes).  

September 18 
Program: Seeking the Light of Humanist Truth  
A Community Discussion  
Discussion Leader: Don Larsson, Or Emet member, 
Emeritus Professor of English, Minnesota State 
University Mankato  

October 16 
Program: Atheism 2.0 - A TED Talk by Alain de 
Botton, philosopher 
Discussion Leader: Dave Musicant, Or Emet member 

November 20 
Program: What Does it Mean to be a Jewish Artist? 
Examining the work of Chagall and other Jewish 
artists, exploring the way Jewish heritage influences 
artwork 
Presenters: Jane Katz and Susan Weinberg,                  
artists, oral historians and Or Emet members 
December 4 
Program: The Importance of Ritual 
Discussion Leader: Richard Logan,                                 
President of The Society for Humanistic Judaism                 
Immediate Past-President of Or Emet

Programs for September - December 2016

  Drawing of Or Emet’s May 2016 program by Gloria Wexler
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Reminder! We collect personal care items for clients at Listening House, a St. Paul drop-in center.  
Donations are gratefully accepted at all Friday and Sunday programs.



250 Turners Crossroad South 
Apt 324
Golden Valley, MN 55416

Sunday, October 2, Erev Rosh Hashanah 7 pm 
Monday, October 3, Tashlich Rosh Hashanah 10:30 am (location TBA) 
Tuesday, October 11, Kol Nidre 7 pm 
Wednesday, October 12, Yom Kippur 4 pm 
Break-the-fast at conclusion of Yom Kippur service 

Or Emet High Holiday Services and Events

Services are at the Sabes Jewish Community Center, 4330 S. Cedar Lake Rd, St. Louis Park 
• Everyone is welcome. Services are free: no tickets needed.  
• Donations are gratefully accepted! 
• Childcare is available during High Holiday services: advance reservations required. 
• For further information, email highholidays@oremet.org 


