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My former practice partner and close friend, Dr. Khalid 
Mahmud, passed away peacefully October 22nd. Khalid was 
born and raised in Pakistan.  He graduated from King Ed-
ward Medical College, then came to the United States for 
further medical training, including at the Minneapolis VA 
hospital to train in Hematology (blood diseases), and then 
went into private practice. Khalid and I practiced together for 
over 20 years until he developed a rare blood condition forc-
ing an early exodus from medical practice.  
 
Khalid had explicitly told Marilyn, his Swedish-American 
wife of 38 years, that he wanted Christian, Muslim and 
Jewish representation at his memorial service. His family 
asked me to co-officiate and do a eulogy. My mind swirled 
with memories about medicine, golf, ski trips, card games, 
children, grandchildren, discussions of religion, anti-aging, 
etc. How could I leave out the “Pakistani shuffle?”  
 
Bob Solheim, an ordained minister and Director of N.C. Lit-
tle Hospice, in Edina, was the other officiant. Khalid had 
been on the board and was a co-founder of N.C. Little. It was 
also the place where Khalid and his family shared his last 
hours. All of the previous funerals Bob had done were 
“traditional” Christian. Bob and I worked on identifying 
more universal “humanistic “ readings from the bible and 
other sources. Khalid’s three sons, Shawn, Adam and Jeff, 
gave their input and suggestions.  
 
I then met with Sumbal Mahmud, Khalid’s niece who was 
going to talk about Khalid’s life in Pakistan and his Muslim 
connections. Sumbal is an attorney and had worked as a 
spokesperson for a national organization representing Ameri-
can Muslims. Sumbal asked me to help her with her talk. She 
told me she wanted to open with the traditional Muslim 
greeting, “As-Salamu Alaykum.”  It meant “Peace (or Hello) 
to you.” I told her about the virtually identical Hebrew, 
“Shalom Aleichem.” We laughed at the similarity. She had a 
specific Muslim prayer she wanted to recite and asked my 
opinion. I told her that if it was important to her and her fam-
ily she should go ahead with it. 

 
The days before Khalid’s memorial service as I was prepar-
ing my talk, news of another crisis arose in Jerusalem.  The 
“Temple Mount” to Jews, the “Noble Sanctuary” to Mus-
lims, was once again a firestorm with threats from both sides. 
To Muslims this is the spot where the Prophet Muhammad 
ascended to heaven. To Jews it is the site of the destroyed 
ancient temples, where a new temple will someday be built. 
Ultra-religious Jews again attempted to pray in the “Muslim 
only” section. Shots rang out when they approached the site. 

Israelis responded and a Palestin-
ian was killed. Israel denied ac-
cess of Muslims to their holy site. 
The Muslim world was furious. 
According to the 1967 peace 
agreements, Jews cannot pray on 
the Mount and Muslims cannot 

pray at the wall. Ulltra-religious 

Jews want to pray wherever they wish and they do not want 

the Muslims to pray anywhere. All I could do was sigh deeply. 

 
Khalid’s memorial service went well. As expected, a large 
crowd was present. Sumbal’s talk was wonderful. After-
wards, she thanked me for my help. Bob, Sumbal and I were 
three individuals from totally different religious back-
grounds. We were there to honor a man’s life, respecting 
each of our traditions. It was possible!! We were guided by 
our humanity, and our common sense of purpose and dignity.  
 
Sumbal shared with me a note she had received from Khalid 
when she began her job as a spokesperson for the Muslim-
American organization. He had handwritten a note stating 
how proud he was of her, asking her to “remember that we 
are all ‘Children of Abraham’”. His note ended “Please get 
them to STOP THE FIGHTING!!” The capitalization was 
his. 
 
 I will miss him. 
 
 Shalom Aleichem.    As-salamu alaykum.    Peace be with you. 

Harold Londer, Madrikh 
As-Salamu Alaykum 
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 President’s Message:  
Richard Logan 
 

When it comes to things Jewish, it is clear that Or Emet is about Jewish culture and all that 

encompasses. As Sherwin Wine said, Judaism was a culture [much like Hellenism was a 

culture] before it was a religion. Central to our mission therefore is keeping Jewish culture 

alive and vital. As we celebrate traditions and ceremonies that had their roots in Judaic 

religion, we articulate the value of these things apart from their original religious meaning.  

 

Besides observing High Holidays, Passover, Shabbat and other holidays that keep culture 

and identity alive, we also value a) the fact that Jews have been cosmopolitan (multi-

cultural) for many centuries, b) that Jews have been an intellectual people with a strong 

verbal-analytical identity for many centuries, c) that Western secular Jews took the 

Enlightenment/Haskalah to heart in very deep ways  and d) that Jews have practiced and 

valued debate for many centuries. Put all of these together -- along with others readers of 

this might suggest – and you have a people uniquely suited for many of the features of the 

modern, diverse, and uncertain, globalized world. 

 

At the recent Society for Humanistic Judaism Board meeting in Detroit, I was interested to 

see and hear how much the term “Cultural Jew” is now being used in SHJ literature and 

discourse. Some believe that the term “Cultural Jew” is more immediately relatable than 

the term “Humanistic Jew.”  Whatever term is used, it remains Or Emet is a congregation 

that celebrates Judaism proudly and humanistically. 

 

 

 
Promoting Humanistic Jewish Communities Through Social 
Media 
by Larry Lawrence, Society for Humanistic President and member of 
Machar, The Washington Congregation for Secular Humanistic Judaism  

 

(Adapted from Larry’s article sharing his views on promoting Society for Humanistic 

Judaism communities through)  

 

We know that social media are overtaking print as the way to get the word out about 

gatherings and events social media during the New Year holiday and throughout the year., 

especially to folks under 40. But for many community leaders, social media look technical 

and hard to use. When advertising our New Years’ services, our thoughts turn naturally to 

newspapers and the like. A newspaper ad for High Holiday services in 1995 was the way I 

first came in touch with Humanistic Judaism. (But 1995 was a generation ago!) 

The Illuminator 
 

Or Emet’s newsletter is 

published quarterly. To 

submit an item for the 
Illuminator, please con-

tact Joan Barnett at  
joan@oremet.org 

 

Madrikh 

Harold Londer 
madrikh@oremet.org 

 

Jewish Cultural School 

Eva Cohen, Director 

 

Executive Committee 
 

President, Richard Logan 

president@oremet.org 
 

Vice President, 
Liza Finestack 

 

Treasurer,  

Sharon Miller 
 

Members At-Large 
Lisa Gardner-Springer  

Natalie Rosinsky  

 

Program Committee 
Jane Katz 

Seth Finestack 
 

Newsletter 

Joan Barnett, Editor 
Lin Rockler, Publisher 

 

www.oremet.org 
 

Or Emet is affiliated with 

the Society for Human-

istic Judaism (SHJ) and 
the International Institute 

for Secular Humanistic 

Judaism (IISHJ). 

Recently, I’ve spoken to young adults at Machar who’ve reminded me of the importance of using social media to get 

out the word about High Holiday events.  Last year, several newcomers learned of us informally via notices that young 

members posted about services. Why not try this for the New Year! For example, someone in a Jewish “Meetup” group 

may write, “Join me for an unusual, moving secular Jewish New Year’s service at ---- ” 
 

Do you find the idea of using Facebook, Twitter, Meetup or Google+ daunting? I do! Here are two suggestions:  

-  Try it anyway – it may be easier than you think.  

-  Ask a young adult in your community to help by putting up short notices on their favorite sites. 

    It’s flattering to be asked to do something to help your community that’s easy for you.  

    What may be a challenge for a 50-year old community leader may be less so for a 28-year old.  

 

Feel free to send me questions or comments at info@shj.org. I’m no expert, but I’ll try to get your 

questions answered. 
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 Jewish Cultural School — Update 
Submitted by Eva Cohen, JCS Director (with contributions by Renee Dorman, Josh Kaplan, Sarah Berman-Young)  

The Jewish Cultural School (JCS) is settling into the 
groove of the new year and into new digs at the Tal-

mud Torah of St. Paul building. Between new and 
returning families, the school has now grown to 27 
students! The space is working out well for JCS clas-

ses, and in October we hosted the annual Or Emet 
Sukkot party in the Talmud Torah sukkah. After rely-
ing on parents and congregation volunteers to set up 

our sukkah for many years, it was nice to give every-
one a break! It's cool to be doing JCS programming in 
a welcoming Jewish space where we can share re-

sources in this way. 
 

Speaking of Sukkot, the October JCS program for the 
holiday was lots of fun! JCS students joined the adults 
for an hour of Israeli dancing with visiting instructor 

Shira Schwartz. Shira—a perennial favorite—got the 
whole congregation to perform skits and then Israeli 
dances that she connected to important Sukkot themes 

and symbols. Dancers “built sukkahs,” “shook lu-
lavs,” et cetera! Students were dismissed to classes, 

and then gathered after class with their parents for the 
Sukkot party. The youngest guests snacked on candy 
sukkahs and other treats before running off to the 

playground, while adults and a few older students 
participated in a short holiday service. 
 

The Bat/Bar Mitzvah group program activities this 
fall have been great. Students had a planning-focused 
September meeting, and in October they attended the 

Minnesota premier of “The Sturgeon Queens” at the 
Twin Cities Jewish Film Festival along with Harold 

Londer and myself. They will be meeting for a book 
discussion session in November, and preparing a 
snack for children at the Greater Minneapolis Crisis 

Nursery in December. It's awesome to see the group 
bonding and learning together! 
 

Here's a peak into what's been happening in JCS 
classrooms this fall-- 

 
The Littles class with Josh spent the fall having fun 
learning about the season's holidays. Students learned 

the “good morning” song 
with substitute teacher Sa-
rah, colored Rosh Hashanah 

pictures, and read a Rosh 
Hashanah story outside dur-

ing their September lesson. 

In October, the Littles enjoyed dancing and singing 
with Shira. Back in the classroom with substitute 

teacher Sarah, the class learned more about Sukkot, 
sang a song about shaking the lulav, and colored lulav 
pictures. Students welcomed teacher Josh back in No-

vember for another great lesson together. 

 
The Middles class with Renee has also been learn-

ing about the fall holidays while expanding their hu-
manistic Torah knowledge. In September, the Middles 
had a Tashlich ceremony, and Sarah taught them a 

Rosh Hashanah song. The class also looked at crea-
tion stories from around the world, including the To-

rah, to see how people explained the world before 
they had science to help them. After having a blast 
with Israeli dancing in October, the Middles played a 

game emphasizing generosity at Sukkot and made 
candy sukkahs. In November, the class learned about 
Shabbat. They had their own "mini" Shabbat service, 

read a story about having fun without technology, 
made Havdalah spice pouches, and closed with a Hav-

dalah ceremony. 
 
The Juniors class with me, Eva, spent the fall fo-

cused on humanistic Torah study. In September, stu-
dents performed funny skits from Sedra Scenes retell-
ing the Bereishit through Vayeira Torah portions; then 

they compared creation stories cross-culturally, talked 
Torah and sexism, and critically 
examined the Akedah story. Sa-

rah taught the class Hebrew High 
Holidays vocabulary along with 

holiday songs. After Israeli danc-
ing in October, students read and 
thoughtfully discussed the Sedra 

Scenes skits for the 
Chayei Sarah and 

Toledot Torah portions. Then they 

worked in groups to match titles to 28 
famous artworks illustrating stories 

from Genesis. We talked about how 
knowing Torah stories is key to under-
standing artwork that represents or ref-

erences these stories. During our November lesson, 
students read Sedra Scenes skits for the rest of Gene-
sis and the beginning of Exodus, reader's theater-style, 

discussing readings and then moving on to a “Midrash 
Manicures” activity, doing Torah nail art/button-

decorating. 
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Watercolor painter Jane Katz has a new online website at fineartamerica.com.  The link is 

jane-katz.artistwebsites.com.   

New Member Spotlight 
 

Sergei Rakhmanov and Sarah Ruiz, along with their 11-year old daughter Anna, and 
their 6-year old son Manny have joined Or Emet. Anna and Manny have been attending 
JCS since 2013. Sergei was born in the former Soviet Union (now Ukraine), came to 

the US as a child and grew up in New York City.  Sarah is a native Minnesotan (from Richfield). Sergei and 
Sarah met and married in Boston, MA, where their children were born. The family moved to St. Paul about 3 

Donations and Contributions 
 
High Holiday donations    General Donations 

Bonnie Padilla            Muriel Sterne 
Karol Rubin           Michal Moskow 
Sam & Shirley Gurewitz          Erica Fishman - in honor of her son's wedding  
            Alan Miller – to help cover expenses for St Stephen’s dinners 

High Holiday flowers                           David and Margo Fox– to help cover expenses for St Stephen’s dinners 
Barbara Weisman          

Janet Mayer - in memory of those members who have died         
 

Member News 

From the Ground Up: Or Emet Social Justice/Social Action Committee 
Submitted by Arty Dorman 

 

Or Emet began its third year of service to St. Stephen’s Community Services shelter for men by serving 

supper on October 11. As always, this took place because of gifts of time, food, money and, most of all, 

heart, from Or Emet members and friends. Thank you so much to those who volunteered to serve that 

evening, prepared or provided food and contributed funds. Claire Press continues to do an amazing job 

of organizing this congregational activity.  Our next dinner will take place Saturday, January 10, 2015.  

Mark the date now if you would like to volunteer and/or prepare a food item for that meal. 

 

We also continue to collect personal care items, as well as empty prescription bottles (used to distribute 

individual amounts of hand lotion and shampoo) at Listening House in downtown Saint Paul. At this 

time of year gloves, hats and warm socks are also welcome.  Our St. Stephen’s contacts, Laura Melnick 

and Claire Press, report that our donations are always put to good use.   

 

At our November meeting, we discussed options for working with Jewish Community Action’s initia-

tive on Economic Justice. They are looking at ways to move banks toward practices that promote com-

munity well-being and economic justice, including how they deal with foreclosures, investments in 

community development, and access to credit. Stay tuned for information. 

 

The SJ/SA committee meets following each Sunday morning program. Any member of Or Emet is wel-

come to join us. Please contact me (Arty Dorman) in advance if you have a topic you would like to dis-

cuss so that I can be sure to include it on our agenda. Thanks to our entire community for the support. 
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Save the date! 

 

Or Emet’s Seder Celebrates Passover in the Humanistic Tradition  

April 4, 2015 at First Unitarian Society, 5:00 to 8:00 pm 
 

Members and visitors are invited to attend.  

High Holiday Services Usher in Year 5775 
Submitted by Arty Dorman 

 

For many Or Emet members, and for Jews of all stripes, the High Holidays are among the most signifi-

cant times of the year.  As in past years, many of us gathered along with guests and visitors, at one or 

more of the five events held by Or Emet – Rosh Hashanah evening service, Tashlich service on Rosh 

Hashanah day, Yom Kippur Kol Nidre/Evening service, Yom Kippur day service and Break-the-Fast 

pot luck.   

 

As this year’s High Holiday Committee chair, I am deeply indebted to 

the committee members, all of whom went above and beyond to com-

plete their tasks – Janet Mayer, Lisa Gardner-Springer, Molly Wilbur 

Cohen, Sharon Miller, Joan Barnett, and Harold Londer. 

 

Of course Harold’s role goes far beyond that of committee member.  As our Madrich, he led all of our 

holiday services this year, and for many years past.  His understanding both of traditional and human-

istic perspectives on the Jewish ritual brings great depth to our services. 

 

Many members, from ages 6 to well beyond 60, took part as readers during the services. Thanks to each 

of you.  A particular thank you to those who provided personal commentaries at the services. A hearty 

thank you also goes to an essential contributor to our services, Shofar blower with incredible lung pow-

er, Dan Gladen. 

 

A tremendous thank you goes to Johanna Lester for organizing the 

musical selections as well as for her beautiful piano accompaniment 

and to Sarah Berman-Young for so warmly leading us in congrega-

tional singing.  Thank you to all of our special vocal and instrumental 

musical performers.  

 

Finally, thank you to those who responded to the member survey on our High Holi-

day events. There was a high level of satisfaction with our Rosh Hashanah, Tash-

lich and Yom Kippur services. Break-the Fast was enjoyed by all respondents but 

with concerns about both the sign-up and clean-up processes. Our committee will 

take specific comments into account as we strive for an experience that is highly 

rewarding for all of our members.    

 

I hope that 5775 proves to be a year of great tidings for each of you, and look forward to celebrating 

again as a community when we reach 5776. 
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A Life Re-Invented and Theater Review 
Submitted by Arty Dorman 

As many of you know, my position as Program Manager at the Learning Disability Association of Min-

nesota was eliminated in summer of 2013.  I spent a year searching for a new job in the educational or 

community service non-profit world but nothing came together.  After falling into a downcast state of 

mind, I worked out that the problem wasn’t finding a job that was right, but finding a life that was right. 

Last summer several things fell into place.  I became a school bus driver and am now driving for the 

Stillwater Public Schools. I enjoy driving, love kids and find great peace in the beautiful landscapes 

around Stillwater.  I also approached a website that covers theater across the nation – 

www.talkinbroadway.com.  I am now their official reviewer for theater in the Twin Cities. This merged 

two of my other great loves, theater and writing. To read my reviews (about 16 to date) visit 

www.talkinbroadway.com, go to the Regional link, and then to the Minneapolis/Saint Paul page. Below 

is my abbreviated review of the Minnesota Jewish Theater’s recent play dealing with the excommunica-

tion of Baruch De Spinoza. Many Or Emet members saw the play and I welcome responses to my re-

view. For the full review go to www.talkinbroadway.com.  

------------------------------------------ 

New Jerusalem: The Interrogation of Baruch De Spinoza at Talmud Torah Congregation: Amsterdam, 

July 27, 1656 

By David Ives 

A Minnesota Jewish Theatre Company production 

 

With a title like New Jerusalem: The Interrogation of Baruch De Spinoza at 

Talmud Torah Congregation: Amsterdam, July 27, 1656, one might expect a 

docudrama based on transcription and official records of this historical event.  

The truth is there are no official records of what was said at the interrogation in 

question, only of the outcome:  the excommunication of 23 year old Baruch De 

Spinoza from the Jewish community of Amsterdam.  

 

Spinoza’s family, like many Sephardic Jews, fled Portugal to escape the inquisition for the relative ac-

ceptance offered by the Dutch. Their head rabbi, Saul Levi Mortera called Amsterdam their “new Jeru-

salem.” Spinoza had been a bright star under Rabbi Mortera’s tutelage and was widely expected to as-

cend to that same position.  However, his raging intellect, disdain for hypocrisy and inability to contain 

the expression of his thoughts took him in a very different direction. The Dutch theocrats, unwilling to 

allow variations from Jewish orthodoxy among these refugees (especially those that challenge not only 

Jewish but also Christian beliefs), press Jewish leaders to charge Spinoza with heresy.    

 

Summoned to the synagogue and told to recant his heretic statements or face expulsion, the remainder of 

the play is the imagined defense Spinoza offers to the assembled congregation, Rabbi, and Dutch offi-

cials.  His defense takes the form of elaborately spinning his decidedly radical, for his time, views of 

god, nature and free will.  The play is staged in such a way that the audience is the congregation, and 

Spinoza addresses his testimony directly to us. 

 

His presentation is highly animated.  He exudes great pleasure in exercising reason to pursue truths and 

that pleasure creates a radiance that is hard to resist.  At the same time, Spinoza is depicted as less ma-

ture and grounded than one would expect of a 23 year old making his inability to broker a compromise 

http://www.talkinbroadway.com
http://www.talkinbroadway.com
http://www.talkinbroadway.com
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 Memories and Motives—Dr. Brown’s Cel-Ray Soda 
Submitted by Natalie Rosinsky 

 

Even now, I can taste the sharp sweetness of Dr. Brown’s Cel-Ray soda.  This East Coast drink is 

my Yiddishkeit version of Marcel Proust’s madeleine, the bite-sized piece of sponge cake that 

launched seven volumes of Remembrance of Things Past.  I promise to be briefer. 

 

When I was a child, I did not know that my favorite soda pop—a special treat during visits to the local 

delicatessen—was based on a nearly 100 year-old recipe.  According to its manufacturer, this fizzy, celery-flavored 

drink was first concocted in Brooklyn, New York in 1868.  Then, it was called Dr. Brown’s Cel-Ray Tonic, a 

reference to its supposed medicinal properties.  In 18th and 19th century North America, many fake medicines or 

tonics were sold as cures or relief that doctors could not provide.  Some of these tonics supposedly contained 

healing herbs or vegetables, such as Dr. Brown’s, while others reputedly contained Native American remedies, 

such as “snake oil.”  In the early 20th century, the new Federal Drug Administration cracked down on claims that 

“snake oil salesmen” could make about their wares.  That is when Cel-Ray Tonic became Cel-Ray Soda—though 

many people when they first sample this beverage would say that “soda” in no way describes its distinctive taste! 

 

My mother and father, though, always humored my childhood requests for this treat.  And, many years later, my 

father even managed a small smile as I held a straw to his lips so he could sip a few drops of family history with 

me.  That would have been close to the end of his unusually long, nine year battle with ALS (Amyotrophic Lateral 

Sclerosis), also known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease. 

 

Like that famous baseball player and many other victims of ALS, Dad had been fit and active.  Well into his 

retirement years, he swam several times a week and retained the lean, strong muscles of a former handball player.  

But he had begun to walk slowly and sometimes trip on street curbs.  The eventual diagnosis of his ALS coincided 

with my decision to begin writing for children and young adults.  My second professional publication in this field 

was a magazine article titled “ALS—Mysterious Disease of Giants,” drawing upon research I had done to 

understand what my father was facing.  It appeared in a 1995 issue of the science magazine Odyssey devoted to 

eminent physicist Stephen Hawking, another ALS sufferer.  Not surprisingly, Dr. Brown’s Cel-Ray Soda did not 

cure Dad.  Modern medicine also failed him. Years later, after my father’s slow decline, I accepted an invitation to 

write The Story of Pharmaceuticals for Compass Point Books. 

 

Today, Professor Hawking remains perhaps the world’s most famous person living with ALS.  His adult life-story 

is the focus of a new movie, The Theory of Everything.  Hawking’s mind shines brightly even as deadened nerves 

and withered muscles make him dependent on a respirator to breathe, a wheel chair to move, and a computer to 

communicate.  My father, too, remained alert even as his body slowly shut down, and he could not really enjoy that 

sip of Cel-Ray Soda.  Twelve years after Dad’s death in 2002, modern medicine still has not found a cure for ALS, 

and I am very reluctant to see Hawking’s story on film. 

 

I always have some personal reason for the subjects of my books and articles.  Sometimes it is curiosity or 

conviction.  Some topics present an intellectual challenge.  Sometimes I just want a change of pace or a chance to 

laugh.  With The Story of Pharmaceuticals, I was inspired by a person I loved and a disease I still hate.  I dedicated 

that book to my father, Sam Rosinsky.  And this updated essay is a further acknowledgment—not just of Sam’s 

valiant struggle but of the threads of memory, the bonds of affection and loss, that may be stirred anew by the 

creative process, itself calling up still more memories.  Such marvelous synergy. . . I raise a can of celery soda and 

drink to that and to Sam!  Another salute and swallow for Stephen Hawking and his first wife, Jane, upon whose 

memoir the filmed Theory of Everything is based. 

 

 

Caring Circle 
Joan Barnett and Faith Oremland 

 

Or Emet’s spirit of caring extends Bikur Cholim by offering practical assistance to 

members during stressful periods.  Our circle of compassion invites participation in our 

supportive community as both givers and/or receivers depending on changing needs. 

Please keep us informed when you, or someone you care about, is experiencing difficult times. Contact Faith 

Oremland outrageouslove@aol.com or Joan Barnett joan@oremet.org.   
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Views of Jews: They like us, right now, they like us… well, sort of.   

Submitted by Howard Schneider 

In 1984 Sally Fields tearfully said in her Oscar acceptance speech for best actress, that her second Oscar 

meant more than the first and “… you like me, right now, you like me.” 

 

I thought about her comment this past summer as I read the Pew Research Religion & Public Life Pro-

ject report, How Americans Feel About Religious Groups. 

 

But before I present the survey results, let me tell you a story. It’s about a boy growing up in Brooklyn 

during the 1950’s in a mixed Jewish and Italian neighborhood.  

 

I was called various names- “little Howie” (Uncle George), “Howala” (Aunt Rose) or “Schnitz” (my 

friends). I was also called “Jew bastard”, as in “You Jew bastard, you killed my god.” So, I had to face 

down some ignorant, pain-in-the-ass kids. Ten years after the camps were liberated and as Jews began 

moving to suburbs in large numbers, I realized that the position of Jews in the United States was still 

precarious, or stated more hopefully, evolving. For me, I had to decide- stand my ground or avoid. I did 

both, mostly based on the size of the kid. Results? Won some and lost some; I was no Benny Leonard.  

 

Forward 50+ years and what do we find about Jews in America? One interesting indicator- there used to 

be quotas on Jews in the Ivy League, now they are Ivy League college presidents.  

 

But as your friendly, retired social scientist, I like numbers. Thanks to Pew Research, I can now tell you, 

“They like us, right now, they really like us.” But hang on, that’s not the whole story. You’ll see.  

 

Pew researchers asked 10,000 Americans to rate religious groups on a “feeling thermometer” from 0 to 

100- where 0 is the coldest, most negative and 100 is the warmest, most positive rating. Here are five 

highlights: 

 Americans like us and proudly we can chant, “We’re number one!” Jews had an average rating of 

63, compared to second place Catholics with a 58 rating.  

 White evangelicals like us the most with a rating of 69. Actually, we like ourselves the most- Jews 

rate Jews with a score of 89.  

 Regarding these white Evangelicals, the feelings are not mutual- Jews rated them the lowest of all 

groups with a 34 score, one point below Muslims. Other than ourselves, which group did Jews rate 

most warmly? Don’t laugh. Buddhists with a 61rating, followed by Catholics (58) and Hindus (57). 

An odd bunch, aren’t we?  

 Some of my best friends... well, not talking about “besties” here. But 60 percent of Americans said 

that they know someone who is Jewish. Catholics scored the highest with 85 percent.  

 But, the overall warm feeling towards Jews is not the whole story. What about atheists and agnos-

tics? Sorry to report this, but in addition to “We’re number one!”… we can also chant, “We’re at the 

bottom!”  Americans rated atheists and agnostics on the feeling thermometer with a score of 40, 

same as Muslims. Like I said about my fights as a kid- win some, lose some.  

 

Let’s average the feeling thermometer scores (63 for Jews and 40 rating for non-

believers) and we Or Emetites get a 51.5 score. That would place us between Hindus 

and Buddhists.  

 

How do you feel about that?   
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FRIDAY PROGRAMS      
 

ALL FRIDAY PROGRAMS WILL BE HELD AT 7:30 PM 

AT MPLS. SABES JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER, ST. 

LOUIS PARK , AND ARE PRECEDED BY A HUMAN-

ISTIC SHABBAT SERVICE AND FOLLOWED BY AN 

ONEG SHABBAT.   

 

December 19, 2014—Meet Ka Joog: Working with 
Somali youth.  
Presenters: Members of Ka Joog, a group providing 

constructive experiences for vulnerable Somali youth 
to help them resist gangs and extremism.  
 

January 23, 2015 - Fundamentalism: Christian, 
Muslim and Jewish.   Presenter: Or Emet member 

Dr. Richard Logan, anthropologist and writer on cross
-cultural psychology. 

 

February 20, 2015—The Social Justice Struggle in 

El Salvador. 
Presenter:  Anna Burnstein, Or Emet member, has 
lived and worked in El Salvador, has worked with indig-

enous peoples and serves as a Spanish interpreter.  
  
March 20, 2015—A talk and reading by St. Paul 
writer Steven Muenzer from his new book, Farewell 

Berlin. Rhe leading character  is a secular  Jew.    

 

April 24, 2015—Child Labor and other Human 
Rights Abuses. Presenter: Dr. David Parker, mem-
ber of The Advocates for Human Rights has  traveled 

documenting the corrosive impact of child labor. He 
will show images from his book Before Their Time: 

The World of Child Labor.  
 

May 15, 2015—Travelers in An Ancient Land: Our 

journeys in the deserts of Israel,  Jordan and Egypt.  
Presenters: Susan Armington, mixed media artist,  
and Sylvia Horwitz, photographer, will reflect on 

their experiences, and will show visual images of the 
work inspired by them.        

 
SUNDAY PROGRAMS 
             

ALL SUNDAY PROGRAMS WILL BE HELD CONCUR-

RENTLY WITH THE JEWISH CULTURAL SCHOOL, 

FROM 10:00 TO 12:30 AT THE TALMUD TORAH OF 

ST. PAUL                                

                                                                                

December 7, 2014— Navigating the Season of 

Lights: Or Emet’s Guide to a Secular, Multi-

Cultural Holiday  
Presenters: Margo Fox, Marissa Hill-Dongre and Seth 

Finestack offer a roadmap for successfully navigating 
the holidays.  
 

January 11, 2015 
Details will be supplied at a later time. 

 

February 8 , 2015 
Details will be supplied at a later time. 

 

Match 8, 2015. 
Details will be supplied at a later time 

 
April 19, 2015. 

Details will be supplied at a later time 

 

May 31, 2015   

Details will be supplied at a later time 
 

EVENTS 
 

December 13, 2014  —Hanukkah Party 
See cover for more information 

 

January 10, 2015, April 5, July 11—St. Stephen’s 

Shelter Dinners, 7:00 to 8:30 pm 
See page 4 for more information 

 

April 4, 2015—Or Emet Humanistic Seder 
First Unitarian Society, Minneapolis, 5:00 –8:00 pm 
 
  

Or Emet Programs and Events 
December 2014 through May 2015 

Salon On Hold for the Winter 
Faith Oremland 

 
The Or Emet Salon has been suspended for the winter season but hopefully will resume next May.  Several of 

the participants have been reading The Bible Unearthed, an interesting look at the Bible from an archeologi-

cal perspective that provides historical information about biblical Israel and its neighbors.  Read it through the 

snow and cold and let's discuss it when the flowers bloom! 

 

If you are interested in joining the group or have questions about the Salon, please contact Faith Oremland at 

faitho711@aol.com 

 

mailto:faitho711@aol.com
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Or Emet 
250 Turners Crossroads South 
Apt. 324 
Golden Valley, MN 55416 

 

 

 

 

 
Or Emet’s Hanukkah Party 

 

On Saturday, December 13th at 5 – 7:30 pm 

Neighborhood House at Wellstone Center 179 Robie St East, St Paul 55107 
 

Come for a great party featuring: 

Menorahs, dreidels, gelt, games and a light potluck buffet with latkes 

Hanukkah music and singing 

Jewish Cultural School children's special entertainment 

Humanistic candle-lighting (with flame-free menorahs due to fire regulations) 

 

Space is limited and reservations are required. 

Reservations for the potluck will be taken November 23—December 8. 

Don’t forget to volunteer for party set-up and clean-up!! 

 

For questions or late RSVPs, contact Joan Barnett signup@oremet.org 
 

 

 


